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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE                   

                  by Marie Campbell 

Hi, 

 I would like to start by saying I am sorry, I did not mean to offend anyone especially our military and veterans 

in reference to Memorial Day.  I have respect for the men and woman who put their lives in danger every day 

for us, along with the veterans who have done the same in the past!  I do hope you accept my apology.  

 June starts many things; first of all, everything is green again!  

 We have several things are in the works. Many residents have had their homes power-washed, and they look 

great. If you have not, the sign-up is still in the office. Nick, the owner of the company doing the work, is a very 

nice young man. If you see him working and you have a question, I know he will answer it. 

 Many of our properties are in need of cement work; we are working with the contractor to repair these issues.  

Several residents had their driveways replaced last year and were very happy with the finished product and the 

price as well.  The area around the pool has also been worked on; some blocks have been repaired and new grout 

has been put in, making it much safer and easier on our feet.   

 The ARB will be sending out notices just to remind you that you are responsible for keeping up with your 

property. It is that time of year you need to do make your exterior looking welcome to your friends, neighbors 

and yourself.  

 I know some of you have medical issues that make you need your water shoes in the pool.  That is no issue; 

please just remember they must be put on after you get into the pool area.  DO NOT put them on at home; the 

bottom of the shoes carries dirt and tar.  

Hope to see you soon!          Marie 

COME ONE, COME ALL TO HOLIDAY VILLAGE BOCCE BALL! 

Anyone interested in playing Bocce on Tuesdays from 10—11:30 a.m., call Ralph Barrella at 610-324-9078 

(Leave a message if there’s no answer.) 

The starting date will be Tuesday, June 4.  If you haven’t played before, don’t wor-

ry; it’s an easy learn.  This will be no pressure, open to all.  Show up at the Bocce 

court just outside the pool area and let the fun begin. 

A BIG thanks to Ruth Baehrle who was at the helm last year. 
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CONDO CORNER AND MORE 

by Joe Sykes 

 Thank heaven for June, we deserve some warm and dry weather after all the rain in May.  In fact, I saw some 

guy with a long beard in the Shop Rite lot with two pair of different animals in the back of a large pickup truck 

during all that rain. I don’t know where he was going but he also had some construction materials with him. 

 I’m sure everyone is frustrated with our representatives in D.C.  Do they know what the word Compromise 

means?  You know the first goal of a politician is to get elected; their second goal is to get re-elected.   Politi-

cians are like a banana, when they first get elected, they are green, then they turn yellow, then they get rotten. 

They try hard to get reelected so they don’t have to live under the same laws they pass for us.  If you liked these 

jokes, then I must be Politically Correct!! 

MEET YOUR NEIGHBOR       

 I wanted to add a new feature to my column in which I will be interviewing one of our neighbors. This month 

I will feature Carol Hayner, a 10-year  resident of Center Lane.  Carol has two younger brothers and two sons 

Chris and Kevin. Carol grew up in Palmyra N.J. and attended Palmyra High School. The night her second broth-

er was born, she spent the night at Mary Isaia’s (then Flanagan) house. They lived across the street and were 

good friends with her parents.   

 Carol spent her senior year in Holliston, Massachusetts at Holliston High School and was a member of the 

Gymnastic Team.   Her family resided there for one year before moving back to South Jersey due 

to an RCA transfer.  Carol is a helpful, caring and energetic person, and she is always busy help-

ing elderly, sick or home bound neighbors, as well as taking care of her parents on the weekends.  

 She has a full-time job as a Medical Registrar at a Radiology/Imaging firm in Mount Laurel. 

Carol owned a bar named O’Hara’s in Riverside for 13 years and was a manager of an employ-

ment agency for six years. The job she was most proud of was Computer Operations Supervisor 

for a publishing company in Delran. She was the first female to be appointed to a supervisory position in the 

company.  Indeed, a great accomplishment for her at that time.    

 I asked Carol what she likes most about living in Holiday Village.  She said the people and neighbors in the 

community are what she likes best.  She also enjoys gardening as evidenced by the flowers & bushes she planted 

outside her building on the walkways and sides.  She also enjoys walking dogs for neighbors. When my recent 

back problems caused me to think about giving up delivering the Villagers, Carol stepped up and volunteered to 

deliver them.  Carol is a wonderful neighbor and an asset to our Community. She is someone I can always rely 

on and I thank her for her help and support.     More on Page  11 

   Barbara Maimone has stepped up to fill the Board of Trustees seat recently vacated by Phyllis Katz-Hernisey.  

Barb has lived in Holiday Village since 2009 and has been very active in the community.  She has chaired the 

Social Club, Common Grounds and the Health and Welfare Committees, in addition to serv-

ing a two-year term on the BOT from 2012 - 2014.  She retired as a civilian employee of the 

US Navy with over 32 years of service.  She was responsible for contract negotiations, budg-

eting, conducting meetings with contractors, CEOs and Commanding Officers - duties that 

relate to being on the Board.  “I'm happy to return to the BOT not just for me, but to support 

you, the residents, and take your ideas and suggestions to the BOT as I have in the past.” 

BARB MAIMONE REJOINS THE HOLIDAY VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
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 Please join us this summer for our Water Aerobics Program in our HEATED pool.  These water exercises are 

designed to help improve muscle strength, flexibility and cardiovascular fitness. The low-level aerobic exercise 

combined with the buoyancy of the water can help relieve joint stiffness along with back pain and other aches 

you may wake up with daily. 

 If you enjoy being friendly and would like to meet new and old neighbors, join us on Tuesdays and Thurs-

days, 10:15 – 11:15 a.m.  This program is for Holiday Village residents only. 

 **Swimming skill is not necessary; what you do need is sun block, a noodle and maybe a hat.   

 This is an eight-week program, two days a week: Tuesday w/Mary Ann and Thursday w/Claire. The first 

class will start Tuesday, June 18

th

 weather permitting. 

 

Sign up in person on WEDNESDAY, JUNE 5

th

 FROM 6 – 7 p.m. 

Each participant will need to sign a waiver of responsibility. 

 

 The class will hold ONLY 30 residents with an extra 10 to be put on a waiting list. Sorry, no reservations 

will be taken over the phone, in person sign-up only! 

 Due to the large volume of interest we decided to have a lottery. Everyone will be able to sign up on 

Wednesday, June 5

th

.  You will sign your name, address & phone number on a card.  The names will be picked 

at 7 p.m. on the 5th at end of the sign-up.  You do not have to stay for the drawing, but you are welcome to.  

The first 30 names will be in the class, the next 10 will be on the waiting list. 

 Sorry, we felt this was the only fair way to do this.    

THE 2019 WATER AEROBICS PROGRAM 

With Mary Ann Barrella & Claire Turner 

 Like me, you may occasionally feel guilty about not attending Mount Laurel Township Council meetings. 

Sure, we want to be an informed resident, but we’re not sure when/where they are, how long into the night they 

last, how important they are, etc. Sometimes staying “with it” is tiring, no? 

 Just got news that can purge my guilt and remake me into a Model Citizen, even as I luxuriate in my Laidback 

Boy 9650 Nodomatic Recliner. Not just me, but all of you, even while staying home, can soon become informed 

Mount Laurelites. Or, er, Laurelians?  Laurelputians? Whatever.  

 That’s because township plans to record Town Council meetings and make those videos available on 

YouTube or another web channel. Discussions are underway with possible vendors who can achieve that video 

breakthrough and make it happen quickly, said an informed source. 

 And those discussions will include the possibility of closed-caption capability for the meeting videos, some-

thing of special interest to Holiday Village residents with hearing impairment (me, for one.) Stay tuned. 

SHAZINGA!  JUST LIKE THAT 

YOU CAN BECOME A TOWNSHIP KNOW-IT-ALL 

By Lou Antosh 
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HERE’S TO YOU, DAD 

by Susan Powell 

 My father’s position about certain “holidays” was that they were manufactured and promoted by greeting card 

companies and other businesses to lure consumers.   As the son of Scottish immigrants, and someone who was 

temporarily placed in an orphanage during part of the Depression, he scoffed at store-bought wrapping paper and 

used the comics/funny pages instead.  He was known to surprise family members with “unbirthday” gifts.  Even 

up into his seventies and early eighties, he ignored Hallmark’s offerings and delighted in creating unique cards 

with personalized poems on his computer.  I’m told I take after him in many ways . . . and perhaps that explains 

why I often purchase greeting cards at the Dollar Tree (choosing from the “2 for $1” selections, and only ventur-

ing over to the more expensive $1 per card aisle if I have to).  But enough about me. 

 Father’s Day is a special day to reflect and express gratitude for fathers.  Many of 

us seniors were lucky enough to have one as we grew up.  At the same time, Father’s 

Day can also serve as an occasion to remember all the men who’ve been there for us. 

One needn’t be a biological father to have taken on a fatherly or paternal role.  Many 

men have had a positive impact on other’s lives.  Be they adoptive fathers, stepfathers, 

grandpas, brothers, teachers, coaches, friends, colleagues, mentors, neighbors, etc. - their name is legion. 

 Father’s Day is also an opportunity for all men to reflect on the roles they have had and currently have in 

the lives of others.  It is a reminder, especially moving forward, to examine their interactions with all the people 

they touch, even strangers, as one never fully knows the ripple effect of one’s actions across time, nor for whom 

you’re serving as a role model. After all, we are in this world together.   

 That said, I canvassed a few Holiday Village residents asking them if they would share something about their 

fathers, or a father figure in their life: 

My dad was a chef on a cruise ship in his younger days, and then a cook on the McAllister Tugboat Line; he told 

me always to try different foods, you don’t know if you like it if you don’t try it. ~ EMS 

My father would say “Don’t let them get you while you’re weeping.”  He was an honest man and a prob-

lem solver.  When faced with a personal crisis, he sat down with my sister and me, told us something had 

happened, and warned us that we might hear other versions which were not true.  Later, knowing that he 

was close to death (when he was only 51) he made sure to get his affairs in order so my mother wouldn’t 

be burdened with these tasks.  My father also always kept his promises. ~ J 

Words of wisdom:  If you want to keep your tools, don’t lend them out.  If you take care of your car, your car 

will take care of you. ~ RIH 

My father taught me if you misbehave or talk back to your mother or father, you will meet “the five broth-

ers.” ~ related with a smile, ~ Walt 

Here is something I remember when my father was teaching me to drive.  I was at the wheel and he was in the 

passenger seat.  And as we were driving along either a squirrel or a mouse or a chipmunk; something started 

crossing the road in front of me.  And I started to swerve to avoid it.  And my father quickly said, “Never do 

that!  Never swerve for a little animal like that.  You just keep driving straight.”  And that was it.  So I always 

remembered that, and never again swerved when a critter ran across the road in front of me. ~ Larry 

My dad died when I was six, and I always envy those folks whose fathers were around for them as they 

grew up and moved along in life. ~gm 

This article is dedicated to the memory of my father, Bernard MacDonald Powell, 1926 - 2019.  

My Dad taught me to be true to myself, to value integrity, to enjoy nature, to treasure the things 

money can’t buy, and to appreciate both the power and beauty of the written word. ~ Susan 
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HEALTH & WELFARE—BLANKETEERS & VILLAGE ACTIVITIES 

CALLING ALL ARTISTS !! 

                by Jeff “Doc” Schaeffer 

We have no guest artist for June, but will meet as usual on Mondays at 12:30.  Come on down, 

even if your art ability is still stick-figures.  Call or text me for more info at 848-203-2111 or e-

mail me at jeff.doc.schaeffer0810@gmail.com. 

“Summertime, and the Livin’ is Easy” 

by Renee Dorst 

The above is the first line of a 1934 George Gershwin song.  Holiday Village residents can also enjoy “easy 

living” close to home with no traffic or tolls.  Check out the many outdoor activities at and near our Clubhouse.  

Pool – Our large heated pool is the #1 place to relax.  Float on your noodle, swim, sit in a lounge chair, work 

on a tan or enjoy the shade under an umbrella. The Pool Rules were printed in the May Villager and are posted 

outside the pool gate. You will need a key fob for entrance into the pool area.  

Tennis Courts - Our two tennis courts are available to residents and up to three 

guests if needed to make up a foursome.  Any player, regardless of their skill level, is 

encouraged to join in a friendly game. If you have any questions regarding tennis 

play, call Katie Dole at 856-906-0894 or BJ Olsen at 856-778-0270. 

Bocce Court – The Bocce Court is near the tennis courts.  It’s available any time. 

Get a group together for a specific time and meet-up. (See Ralph Barrella’s note on 

Page One)  The Bocce equipment is stored in the poolside storage room.   

Horse Shoes – The horseshoe pit is also back near the tennis courts. The equipment is at the site. 

Outdoor Shuffleboard Court – The shuffleboard court is located alongside the pool. The equipment is in the 

poolside storage room.  In case of rain, play on the indoor shuffleboard in the ball room. 

Exercise Room - Not outdoors, but always available for your fitness routine, followed by a dip in the pool to 

complete your spa experience. 

Walk, Rest and Fish - Take a leisurely stroll through the neighborhood; sit a while at a lakeside bench or in 

our new Gazebo. Bring a fishing pole and try your luck at the following lakes- #3, 4, 5, and 7. For “residents on-

ly” and their accompanied guests.   

Have a great summer here in Holiday Village! 

 The Holiday Village Blanketeers will hold their final gathering before the summer break on Friday, June 14 at 

the Clubhouse at 10:15.  We will collect finished blankets/afghans for adults and children, enjoy camaraderie 

among this friendly group, and stock up the yarn supplies for summer relaxation for our avid knitters and cro-

cheters.  Of course, there will be refreshments of a light lunch and desserts. 

 Many THANKS to all our supporters who have donated yarn and funds to keep our ladies busy preparing 

hats, scarves, and baby items along with the blankets. 

 How appropriate that we will be celebrating on FLAG DAY!  Most of our items go to residents at Veterans 

Haven, military babies born at Virtua Mt. Holly hospital and Samaritan Hospice.  We are proud to donate our 

services to make life just a little better for our beneficiaries in our community. 
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 Mount Laurel Township has announced that the Holiday Village stretch of Union Mill Road is on the list of 

27 township roads to be improved this year. But you might want to hold off plans for an “About Time” party at 

the Clubhouse. 

 In many cases, the roads on that list are destined to get the “mill and repave” treatment, meaning machines 

will tear up the surface and lay down new road material, according to Jerry Mascia, Superintendent of Public 

Works.   

 As many HV residents have noted, the Union Mill Road section from Entrance 

Number 1 to Academy Road needs more than a cursory touch of new asphalt.  The 

road surface is abominable, offering both washboard shudders and suspension-

splitting potholes, and the very engineering of the road is dangerous. 

    Mascia said he and township engineering advisors are aware that the road has 

problems, with shoulders ranging from narrow to non-existent, and significant un-

protected drainage ditches bordering some stretches. The engineers will be figuring out what structural changes 

are possible given right-of-way issues and draining requirements, he said. 

 When he addressed the issue, Township Council had not yet approved the road improvement list, and Mascia 

said it will be some time after that before engineers determine what can be done 

and when.  The Villager will follow this issue and report future plans. 

 There are no Holiday Village streets on the list of 27 roads to be worked on in 

this year’s program. A few streets (Falmouth Drive, Sheppards Lane, and some 

courts) were repaved this Spring, along with updating of intersection ramps. Mas-

cia said that despite the age of the HV roads, they seem to be in decent shape. 

Editor add:  Mr. Mascia was surely not looking at Gretna Court when he made the 

last statement.   

UNION MILL ROAD MAKEOVER SLATED, 

COULD BE MEANINGFUL OR MUNDANE 

We have a fresh topic for scam phone calls.  The latest is one that says your Social Security account has been 

suspended and will be disabled unless you call a 900-series phone number. In the last 12 months, people filed 

more than 76,000 complaints about Social Security impostors, reporting $19 million in losses. I don’t need to 

say, “Don’t do it,” do I?�

In a related note, the Federal Communications Commission has issued an alert to con-

sumers about a new wave of "One Ring" robocalls. These "One Ring" calls attempt to 

bait consumers into calling the number back, which can result in you being billed toll 

charges as if you called a 900 number.  

SCAM PHONE CALLS 
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SOCIAL CLUB UPDATE 

                       by Linda Flannery 

 

The Holiday Village Social Commi�ee Presents�

FREE EVENT�

�

Saturday, June 15

th

 from 5 � 8 PM�

Sign�Up for Clubhouse Sea�ng:  June 3

rd

, 6  � 7 PM�

Each table seats 8�

Music By 

“One Step Back” 

 

Bring Your Own Food & Beverages�

This event is not a pot luck; no hea�ng sta�ons will be available. �

Bring food or feel free to order delivery from a local eatery.�

�

Watch for informa�on about our upcoming events�

July 13

th

 � Hawaiian Luau at the Pool�

Summer Sales at the Pool � So% Pretzels, Hoagies, Hot Dogs & More �

Contact: Linda Flannery @ 856�261�6619�

Social Commi&ee will provide plates, napkins, utensils, cups, water, soda & ice�
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 Did you know there is a way to pay your monthly assessment without having to write out and mail a check 

every month? You can pay your assessment automatically through an ACH debit to your checking or savings 

account. Just fill out a form one time. The ACH Direct Debit form can be found in the office or on our website 

at www.holidayvillage55.com.  

 Once on the website point to “Documents and Forms,” then click on “Forms,” and then “click to view the fill-

able ACH Direct Debit form.” You will need your homeowner account number, which is on your current cou-

pon book, or by calling the office. The form can be completed online, emailed to the office or printed out and 

completed by hand. Be sure to include a voided check if you are paying from a checking account and follow the 

instructions for paying from a savings account.  

 Not only will this save you the cost of stamps and envelopes, but it will save the cost of a coupon book, cur-

rently $6.50 per household. Also, since payment will be completed automatically each month, there will be no 

risk of late payment fees if you forget to send your payment. Complete instructions are on the website. 

EASY ASSESSMENT PAYMENT 

 There are over 130 homes whose back yards border the wooded common ground areas in our community. 

The Common Grounds Committee frequently gets requests from residents asking for trees and branches on com-

mon grounds to be removed from the rear of the owner’s property. The committee decided that it would be help-

ful to have guidelines that provide consistency with these requests. 

 In the event that the resident is concerned about fallen trees and branches in common grounds, the following 

guidelines will be adhered to: 

∗ The primary goal is keeping the resident and the resident’s home safe. If a tree or branch is deemed to 

have a high probability of damaging either, the tree or branch will be removed and the Common Grounds 

Committee (CGC) will pay for the removal. 

∗ If the fallen tree or branch is located in a mowed area of common grounds, the debris will be cleared and 

the CGC will pay for the removal. 

∗ If a tree falls in a natural wooded area of common grounds, and does not threaten the property or resi-

dents, the tree will remain in place. 

∗ If branches fall in a natural wooded area of common grounds, and do not threaten the property or resi-

dents, the branches will remain in place. 

∗ If the fallen tree or branches are within the resident’s property lines, it is their responsibility to remove the 

debris and pay for these services. Consult the ARB guidelines before removing or replanting any trees on 

private property. 

 If you have a question or concern about these guidelines as they relate to your property, please contact the 

office. A member of the CGC will contact you to review your situation. 

COMMON GROUNDS GUIDELINES 

by Debra Kramer 
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Animals are smart. They go where the living is easy and this includes access to good food. For example, look 

closely and you’ll see Roscoe the raccoon enjoying an evening snack of sunflower seeds. He catapulted over the 

baffle mounted on one of my backyard Erva poles so he could to dine on the delicious sunflower seeds cradled 

in my fly through feeder. No matter that this rig was designed especially for Cardinals, Roscoe smelled the deli-

cacy and up he went. Friends and I sat on my back porch enjoying his antics. Yes, we christened “my raccoon” 

Roscoe. 

 

 

 

 Fast forward a few years to my Holiday Village move-in date, October 2014. Prior to my move from my for-

est home, I gave away some of my bird feeders; however, as a bird watcher, I brought along a few so that I 

could sit in my sunroom and enjoy watching the birds feasting on sunflower seeds and suet.  It didn’t take long 

before I witnessed squirrels and chipmunks enjoying seeds that had fallen to the ground beneath these feeders. 

Not to worry, I thought. They’re interesting and far be it for me resist the cuteness of chipmunks.  

 Come late last Summer, August 2018, I noticed strange “things” on the carpet in my master bedroom closet. 

Like so many folks who have worked with rats in biology or psychology labs, I knew this wasn’t rat scat. Then 

reality set in. This was chipmunk scat. The critters had found a way to get into my home, but how?  While doing 

online research about the “invader,” I discovered that chipmunks set aside an area of their burrows for their re-

fuse, and these critters can carry disease.  It, or they, had decided that my closet floor could serve as their dis-

posal site. Time for me to act! 

 Slightly more than $700 later, I had a repaired exterior house wall adjacent to my closet as well as new closet 

carpeting. The old carpeting had to be ripped out and trashed. 

 Keeping in mind the saying, “prior planning prevents problems.” In early September 2018, I packed up my 

remaining bird seed and delivered it to a nearby wildlife refuge along with a couple bird feeders. I was deter-

mined not to be the source of any more rodent food. Yes, chipmunks are rodents.  

 

 

 

 Staff at the refuge gave me good advice that I am now following, and I’m glad to share with you.  

• One, there is abundant food in the wild for birds and other critters, so you don’t, in fact should not, feed 

them.  

• Two, the exceptions to this are suet during the winter months and hummingbird feeders during the late 

spring and summer months. 

 Yes, I have learned an expensive and important lesson. Please save yourselves aggravation, and don’t make 

the same mistake I did! 

DON’T FEED THE BIRDS, A CAUTIONARY TALE!  

By Betsy Carpenter 
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Joe Sykes’ Condo Corner, continued from page 3 

ME AND SHIBE PARK/CONNIE MACK STADIUMS 

 Lou Antosh’s column last month about his times at Shibe Park/Connie Mack Stadium brought back some 

memories of my boyhood days there.  I grew up four blocks from the stadium and we used to go there around 

the 7

th

 inning, hop over the turnstiles and sneak in. Most of the time the guards would be gone and anyway, we 

could always out-run those fat old guys to the left field bleachers. Sometimes we would be lucky enough to see 

an extra inning game.   When I actually had a ticket for a Sunday double header, I would stop at a restaurant/

café on Lehigh Avenue. There I would purchase two Texas Tommie Hot Dogs - 

two wieners split in half on top of each other with melted cheese placed in a Kaiser 

roll. My beverage of choice was also Franks, but Vanilla Crème was my favorite 

along with the Black Cherry Wishniak. Then my buddy and I would settle into our 

seats in the left field bleachers and either watch our heroes on the Phils ... Del En-

nis, Richie Ashburn, Granny Hamner, or the A’s Gus Zernial, Eddie Joost, Ferris 

Fain, and Bobby Shantz.  I saw some great things and some funny things.  The Phil-

lies pitcher Monk Meyer, frustrated with the umpire’s ball and strike calls, threw the rosin bag up in the air and 

it came down and hit him in the head.  Slugger Roy Sievers, near the end of his career, tried to stretch a triple 

into an inside the park home run but ran out of gas between 3

rd

 and home and collapsed while the Milwaukee 

Braves’ catcher just walked out and tagged him.  I saw one of Richie Allen’s longest and hardest - hit home runs 

over the Coke sign on the roof in left center field - a shot over 510 feet - landed in a tree a block away from the 

stadium.   

 I had a proud moment in 1953 catching a foul ball by Andy Seminick which I had him sign and proudly kept 

on my bedroom dresser for years, even after I was married. I came home from work one day to find the ball in 

shreds and the autographed cover destroyed.  I asked Rita what happened to my ball. She had given it to our 

German Shepherd pup because he was bugging her to play.  I was ready to feed her to the dog!! 

 Next month I will have more about my Shibe Park/Connie Mack Stadium escapades and my trip to the Polo 

Grounds in New York to see the Giants and Phillies play. 

   Forty-three – yep, 43 out of more than 900 residents turned out on Tuesday May 21 to hear the auditor’s re-

port of the status of our books.  Due in no small part to the lack of snow this past winter, the Association fin-

ished 2018 with a $65,000 surplus in the General Fund and the most favorable assessment available from the 

auditors.  More interesting was subsequent discussion, which 

focused on control of non-resident fishermen and kids’ time at 

the pool.  Neither topic led to a conclusion or resolution, but 

nevertheless saw several Villagers engage in the discussion. 

   Association President Marie Campbell remarked several 

times on the lack of a Pool Committee; any villager interested 

in helping with this job – a volunteer position that helps keep 

costs down – should speak to Kerri Perez in the Management 

Office. 

Reporting by Gil McDonald 

ASSOCIATION AUDIT RECEIVES TOP RATING— 

AND OTHER NOTES FROM THE MAY GENERAL MEETING 
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 Butch the dog used to hang round the kitchen when we were trying to make out while her parents were in the 

other room. The pretext was that we were going to make hot chocolate.  We moved to the stove where they had 

no line of sight, put the kettle on and then this kid made some beautiful moves, until . . . 

 Butch scuffed across the tile floor, went to his water bowl and started slapping his tongue around that water so 

noisily that she laughed like crazy. By the time she recovered, the kettle whistled, and everyone knew it was time 

to pour.  Over time, Butch the Slurper hosed me out of hundreds of luscious lip shots.  

 Can’t complain, though, since Butch is pushing up dogwoods and I’m here to remember one other Butch con-

nection – fried eggs.  Let me explain. 

 A long time ago we were in a Wildwood pancake house, waiting in line hard by a booth 

where a young couple had just been served.  My eyes were lingering on their dishes when the 

guy lowered his head, forked out most of the dripping egg yolk and pushed it so forcefully 

into his mouth much of the yolk smeared his lips. 

 The woman’s eyes widened, her mouth registered disgust and she turned away.  Obviously, 

their first eggs together.  Also witnessing this was the woman who used to laugh at Butch instead of kissing me. 

“I guess you’re never really intimate with a person until you eat fried eggs together,” said my bride. 

 Revulsion over fried egg consumption is a small thing, like a tiny grain of sand on the Wildwood beach. But 

one grain can upset an oyster, and angry oysters produce not pearls, but stones. How many morning-afters have 

been destroyed when the sizzle of bacon fat subsides? 

 Freud never studied whether people eat eggs in the style of their parents. But I took after Dad, using knife and 

fork to slash fried eggs into small pieces, thinking there was no other way. Until I breakfasted at her home on 

eggs, bacon, home fries.  I was dumbfounded that only one family member ate his eggs like me. That was Butch. 

They chopped up every component of his meal and scooped it into his bowl. 

 The cutest arranger, the same girl I deemed the cutest in the universe, did this: Use the side of the fork to slice 

off a small piece of egg white, then add on top a small hunk of bacon and piece of home fry. Three flavors on 

one fork. Ta da! 

 After we decided to do eggs together permanently, I started to view my Zoro-like egg slashing through the 

eyes of that damsel in the diner, aware that inadvertent spritzes of egg yolk were a turn off.  I made the switch to 

my wife’s stacked fork style, while reserving the right to eat blue crabs anyway I want.  There is no such thing as 

true romance in a crab restaurant. 

 At the time of my fried egg epiphany, I asked some restauranteurs for their opinions. Said the owner of a 

French place downtown: “I pretend it’s a poached egg and put in on a piece of toast. Or, if there is bacon I will 

rubble it around a portion of yolk that has slipped off the toast. I can’t imagine eating it effectively either way.” 

 A South Philly diner owner has seen every style there is. “Some people start at the edges and work their way 

to the yolk, then pick that up and eat it all at once. But some will break the yolk and use little pieces of toast in 

there. Of course, scrambled is the easiest way.” 

 Eggs may have been the very first “crack habit” of primitive humans, who didn’t 

bother to sit either as they split shells of some now-vanished species and devoured 

the protein inside.  We’ve come a long way since those uncivilized days.  

 Or have we? I’ve never forgotten that Butch liked his eggs the same way I did. 

 So, how do you eat your eggs?�

TRUE LOVE OR FOSSILIZED EGG YOLK 

WHICH STICKS LONGER ON LIFE’S MENU?        by Lou Antosh 



13�

A HISTORY OF WRITING MACHINES 

by Don Rosser 

 QWERT is ingrained in the English language.  So is YUIOP. These are not Russian names.  Neither are they 

actual words.  These letters are tools that most literate people use daily.  

 QWERTYUIOP is the top row on the keyboard of your typewriter, computer, and/or cell phone.  QWERT is 

for the left hand, YUIOP for the right. The quirky name for this keyboard layout is QWERTY. 

 QWERTY’s Latin alphabet (a to z) is used on most keyboards throughout the world.  

There are exceptions – in lands where, for example, Greek, Arabic or Hebraic alphabets 

prevail. 

 The keyboard goes back a long way in the history of writing machines.  The first 

known contraption debuted in Italy, when Francesco Rampazetto designed his scrittura 

tattile in 1575. His invention made no waves, and not until 1714 did Londoner Henry 

Mill patent a clunker that is hailed as the forerunner of the modern typewriter. 

 Italian inventors made contributions. In 1802, Agostino Fantoni devised a machine that 

helped blind people to write.  In 1808, Pelegreno Turri invented carbon paper, to make instant copies.  In 1855, 

Giusepppe Ravizza introduced the Scribe Harpsicord, which allowed typists to see the writing as it was typed. 

 With all models, typists used their fingers to depress a letter- bearing key, which swung upward with spring-

fed speed to clack on an inked tape and the manuscript simultaneously.  Repeated im-

pressions produced words, sentences, and documents. 

 The early models, of course, had flaws.  (1) They were made of wood.  (2) They 

were cumbersome because all had two separate “baskets” of levers – one for lower-

case type and another for capital letters. (3) Frustratingly, at speed, the levers often 

jammed. Here’s how improvements occurred.  

 # The era of the wooden machine ended in 1895 with the debut of the Ford Type-

writer.  It was made of aluminum. 

 #The Shift Key, devised by Remington in the 1870s, eliminated the second key “basket” by putting both low-

er-case and capital letters on the same lever.  Depressing the Shift Key raised the levers to the upper case, which 

bears the capitals.  Thus, the modern keyboard has one “basket” which houses the numerals one to 10, helpful 

standard symbols, and all the letters of the alphabet (both capitals and lower case). 

#QWERTY was devised to slow typing to a non-jamming speed. No longer were the most-used letters avail-

able to the fastest-writing fingers. Yet trained typists still could far exceed the 30 words per minute produced by 

pen and ink. 

The first typewriter to be commercially successful appeared in 1868, designed by four inventors in Milwau-

kee. Reportedly, it looked like “a cross between a piano and a kitchen table.”  The Wisconsin quartet sold pro-

duction rights to a sewing-machine manufacturer. REMINGTON AND SONS. 

Manual machines reigned until the electronic typewriter was perfected. In 

1961, IBM launched the Selectric, which replaced the “basket” of levers with an 

alphabetic ball that spun happily in business offices worldwide until the arrival of 

computers and their electronic keyboards.  

 The inked ribbon is a thing of the past. So is the IBM “golfball.” My trusty 

Smith Corona is long gone.  But QWERTY remains entrenched.  
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