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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE             

           by Marie Campbell 

Hi, 

   I hope you attended our Budget Meeting in November.  If you did, you would know we are resurfacing our 

pool for the 2019 season.  It’s been a long time coming, it will be beautiful.  Each year I live here I see more 

and more residents enjoying our great pool, we do have a great pool.  If you have not joined us in the past, I 

hope to see you Memorial Day weekend 2019. We will have the unveiling of our summer season. Please join us 

and you will understand what I am talking about.  A portion is already complete. Finishing touches will be in 

the spring. Enough about summer, it will be here before we know it! 

This is not one of my favorite columns to write!  I call it, The No No’s 

   A few Sundays back I drove through the neighborhoods.  I was surprised to see how many homes put their 

trash out in the morning, some on Saturday.  I know sometimes you have to and we understand that.  But be fair 

to your neighbor who has company coming on Sunday who don't want to see trash out.  I don’t! We changed 

our by-laws a year or two back to (PLEASE PUT YOUR TRASH OUT AFTER 4 PM).  It’s not dark at 4 p.m.; 

neighbors should not have to tell you, just try to remember.  I know you are a minority, the majority understands 

the rules why don’t you!! 

   We will be putting “Private Property” signs up at each entrance. If you see someone that you know does not 

live here you now can mention ‘did you see the sign?’ We don’t want anyone to argue with a stranger, just men-

tion it to them.   

Fishing issues 

   Fishing is still a problem!  I know it doesn’t seem like a big deal letting young men just fish.  But it is! 

The signs read "Residents Only;" you as a resident need to be with your friend or grandchild while they are fish-

ing in our lakes. You as a resident don’t realize how much $$$ has been spent removing fishing lines wrapped 

around our fountains, this is a costly task.  So just think about it when you see a stranger fishing.  

   I know I have mentioned this previously, but the office has maps letting you know what lakes are for fishing 

and the ones that are not.   

   I apologize to the residents that abide by our by-laws.   This article is not written to you.  

Talk to you soon! 

Marie    

The Board of  Trustees wish you and your families Happy Holidays!  
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Disregard the bar graphs on your monthly Mount Laurel Township Municipal Utilities Authority bill and you 

may be missing dollars that needlessly go down the drain.  Consider these selected MUA total utility costs at this 

writer’s HV residence 

  Total 1st 9 months 2017:  $1141.15 Total 1st 9 months 2018:  $688.10 

Why are the 2018 figures so much less? Our retrospective analysis detected major water waste from several fac-

tors: A broken sprinkler head or two. A long-leaking toilet. Not turning off faucets tightly enough. Below are 

some basic facts about MUA bills. 

There is a 50 percent senior discount for sewer bills if you qualify …. AND MORE 

If your annual income (excluding Social Security and other government pensions) is less than $10,000, you may 

receive not only half off your sewer bill, but also a $250 property tax deduction. For more information, go to 

mount laurel.com and search “property tax deductions.” 

Average MUA Bills are $71.94 a month (25.96 water, 45.98 sewer), or $863, a year 

That is based on the average customer use of 6,000 gallons of water a month.  Tacked on to all water bills is a 

fixed monthly fee (called a rate) of $7.42 for 5/8 inch meters like ours. (See sewer costs below) 

The sewer portion of your bill can’t really be tied to actual use 

That’s because residential sewer meters just do not exist. Instead, sewer usage is calculated by the water volume 

used. Again, a fixed monthly fee of $7.28 called the sewer rate, is tacked on.  

MUA Executive Director Pam Carolan, aware that residents in retirement communities are sensitive to utility 

rates, explained that all billing rates are set up using averages and probability. “There are residential users who 

use more or less than 10,000 gallons, and those who are and who are not watering.  These rates were put into 

place to make the system as fair as possible, but they are not perfect. We make the best with how we allocate.” 

An increase in water billing charges is expected in 2019, but should we expect a significant increase in sew-

er costs for users? 

“Not at this time,” said the executive director. “We are doing a $17.5 million borrowing for the sewer system in 

the next few months. We planned for the borrowing and the additional debt service beginning about 10 years 

ago.” 

Check the Bar Charts on Your MUA Bills 

Sudden Spikes Could Signal Costly Leaks                by Lou Antosh 

   Loretta Sky is one of our  own. She lives on Village Lane. She made her  singing debut at age seven doing 

jingles for commercials. You may recall, “Those heavenly carpets by Lee’s.” This jingle was written by her un-

cle, a nightclub musician, and recorded by her father who was a fulltime sound engineer. Through the years she 

kept on singing and noodling at the piano.  She became a psychologist, but music was in her bones. In the last 

ten years she has played at a few wine tasting events for local vineyards, retirement parties for the military, and 

weddings for her friends and family.  Her latest event was a scholarship fundraising convention at the Westin 

Hotel in Princeton this past May.  A few years ago she even sang at the Café Universel in Paris. You might have 

guessed her repertoire is full of love songs. Anyway, it will be Loretta’s pleasure to entertain you at ‘Cabaret 

Night at the Clubhouse’ on Saturday December 1 at 7 p.m.  BYO snacks and drinks.  Don’t miss it! 

CABARET NIGHT AT THE CLUBHOUSE DECEMBER 1 
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 The inaugural Holiday Village Shuffleboard League Championship was played on Friday night November 9th.  

There was a festive party atmosphere as most league members came to watch and 

cheer the championship match between Rita and Joe Sykes and Frank and Sandy 

Biskup.  Joe and Rita were in first place at the end of the regular season.  They entered 

the playoffs facing off with Rich Berr and Joyce Ross who had been in first place most 

of the season.  Rita and Joe took the first two games from them to advance to the 

Championship match.  

 In the other Semifinal match Ralph and Mary Ann Barrella went against Frank and Sandy Biskup.   Frank and 

Sandy took two close games to advance to meet Joe and Rita for the Championship. 

   The first game of the final match went back and forth with 3 or 4 lead 

changes as Joe and Frank took turns knocking each other's pucks off the 

board.  Frank and Sandy finally took a 20 to 17 lead needing just one point to 

win.  Rita deftly slid a puck by three of Sandy’s pucks 

for 1 point making the score 20 to 18. On the next turn, 

Joe threw a 2-pointer, Frank missed taking it out by a 

hair, while Joe put a block on it.  Another short 1 point shot by Joe helped seal the win. 

 Rita and Joe won the second game 21 to 13 to take the Championship. 

 The second season will begin the second week of January and there will be a sign up 

sheet for all who want to participate. We welcome new teams and players. 

(Photos by Rick Spencer) 

HOLIDAY VILLAGE SHUFFLEBOARD CHAMPIONSHIP 

 The Mount Laurel AARP Chapter is hosting a bus trip to the Bristol Riverside Theatre on Thursday, March 

21, 2019 to see Neil Simon's "The Sunshine Boys." The play is a touching story of memories, regrets, and the 

laughter that accompanies a lifelong friendship. A sit-down luncheon at Georgine's Restaurant includes your 

choice of Prime Rib, Boneless Stuffed Capon, Grilled Salmon Filet or Chicken Parmesan. 

 You do not have to be a Chapter member to attend. Bring friends and family. Makes a wonderful birthday, 

anniversary or postponed Valentine's Day gift. The theatre and restaurant are only 40 minutes away!  

 $90.00 per person includes all taxes and gratuities, including the driver's tip. A non-refundable $30.00 depos-

it per person will reserve your seat. Multiple payment arrangements can be made. Deadline for the final pay-

ment is Saturday, February 16, 2019. Make checks payable to Mount Laurel AARP Chapter #4003. For further 

information, please call Joyce at 609-268-6634. 

MOUNT LAUREL AARP CHAPTER BUS TRIP 
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HEALTH & WELFARE FOR DECEMBER 

By Joan Fingerman 

CALLING ALL ARTISTS !!          

           by Jeff Shaeffer 

The committee wishes all of our residents a wonderful holiday season. May all of you have a Happy & Healthy 

New Year. 

We are hard at work planning new & exciting events for the 2019 season.  

There will be an AARP driving course in January. Will announce the date at a later time.  

Please read the Villager every month so that you will know about all the events happening. 

We will have no guest artists in November or December.  

Watch for new, interesting and timely activities to return after 

the new year.    

 I'd like to thank Ginny Marchiondo, the Art Group Regulars and everyone who has participated in the Invited 

Artist Series here in Holiday Village for almost two years.  Thanks for your Joyful and Willing Participation, 

your Feedback, Encouragement to others, and for Creating some really lovely works of Art. 

 Before the end of 2018 I will be selling my beautiful home here in Holiday Village, to reside at Masonic Vil-

lage in Burlington.  I'm delighted to report that Villager Jeff Schneider has kindly agreed to continue the Invited 

Artist Series for everyone.  Jeff will need a little time to firm up dates with a number of artists, some whom we 

have experienced already and a number of new artists as well. 

 The last Monday of the month has traditionally been held for Invited Artists.  This may continue or may alter-

nate Mondays...depending on artist availability.  Jeff will keep everyone informed. 

 November and December, already full of holidays and other events will be used to plan future happenings.  

Jeff has promised interesting and timely activities for everyone.  Please feel free to contact him about what you 

would like to experience.  Jeff would love to include something of interest to you too.  Another Alcohol Ink 

workshop is definitely in the planning for 2019. 

 Jeff's contact information is:  jeff.doc.schaeffer0810@gmail.com;  856-439-6574 

 And of course you can always leave word with Ginny Marchiondo at 856-234-1570. 

I am grateful to have had such happy experiences ... painting and crafting with all of you.  Hopefully many more 

residents of Holiday Village will recognize the fun we have had - With and Without any artistic ability   Come 

join the fun when Invited Artists begins again with more fun in 2019.  Ann Becker 

A FOND FAREWELL 

And now, for a NON-Political Comment  
 

Never talk religion or politics, but . . . It was heartening to see large numbers of voters of all 

ages turn out in the nasty, wet weather on Election Day 2018.  Here’s to a future where those 

elected remember that their job is to represent all their constituents, both those who voted for 

and those who voted against them.  You work for us, and we, the voters, will be watching you.  
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Some trivia questions tied to the upcoming holiday season.     

1.   Which of these companies was the first to use Santa Claus in an advertisement? 

Pepsi       7-Up 

Coca-Cola     Sprite 

 

2.   What kind of Christmas does Elvis Presley sing about? 

White      Blue 

Snowy      Sunny 

 

3.   From which country did the gingerbread house originate? 

Austria      Germany 

Switzerland     England 

 

4.   Hanukkah - The Festival of Lights, is celebrated for how many days? 

Ten      Eight 

Two      Four 
 

5.   Who wrote and recorded the popular Christmas song “Feliz Navidad?" 

Stevie Wonder     Gloria Estefan 

Jose Feliciano     Johnny Mercer 
 

6.   In what year was Charles Dickens' “A Christmas Carol” published? 

1765       1860 

1843       1906 

 

7.   What traditional food is served during the Hanukkah celebration? 

Matzo Ball soup    Chili con Carne 

Potato Latkes (pancakes)   Bagels and Lox 

 

8.   What is the name of the Grinch’s dog in the movie “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”? 

Pete      Ruth 

Sam      Max 

 

9.   What is the first country to celebrate New Year’s Eve each year, due to its location? 

New Zealand     Philippine Islands 

Australia     Hawaii 
 

10.  What Academy Award Christmas song written by Irving Berlin was introduced in the 1942 movie 

“Holiday Inn?” 

Jingle Bells     White Christmas 

I’ll Be Home for Christmas   Santa Baby 

(Answers on Page 10) 

HOLIDAY TRIVIA QUIZ 

 By Renee Dorst 
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Villager Arlene Circus, not Don Rosser, wrote the Kennedy Assassination article in the November Villager.  I 

had put Arlene’s article in my November folder some time earlier, but then Don Rosser sent his November arti-

cle and, not remembering that she (not he) had sent the one I already had, I asked him which I was supposed to 

use.  He said the Kennedy article was more timely.  It read in his journalistic style, and I concluded that it was 

his.  My apologies to Arlene; it really is a good article - appropriate to November and well written besides.   Gil 

Oops!  MY MISTAKE! 

Five Things You Should Never Put In The Trash 

1. Cardboard is recyclable, including the cardboard boxes received from order ing items online. Instead 

of purchasing cardboard boxes from the hardware store, try asking the local grocery stores when their ship-

ments arrive, inquire whether they have old boxes than can be used. 

2. Plastic (Bottles; not bags)  Of the estimated 8.3 billion tons of plastic ever  manufactured, most, if not 

all, still exists in some form today, because it is nearly impossible to break down – which means it should never 

be thrown away. Plastic isn’t biodegradable, which means those bottles take hundreds of years to decompose, 

and they are considered the number one source of marine debris. 

3. Paper  Approximately 26%  of all the waste in the US can be attr ibuted to paper  and paperboard; this 

includes items like newspapers, paper files from around the office.  All of these should be recycled. 

4. Leftover Food  Wasted food is the single largest component in landfills. Roughly 50%  of all produce in 

the US is tossed annually. Try to buy and prepare only as much food as you require. 

5. Aluminum Cans The Aluminum Association estimates that Americans toss near ly $1 billion wor th of 

aluminum cans every year, even though recycling one aluminum can saves massive amounts of energy. 
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DOG OWNER TO DOG OWNERS 

by Carmela Mayerson 

SOCIAL CLUB UPDATE 

               by Linda Flannery 

   Villagers were queued up outside the Clubhouse on November 7 to sign up for the Social Club's latest produc-

tion, 'the 2018 Holiday Dinner and Show.'  By 6:30, everyone had signed up, leaving just a few empty places 

scattered around the village's total banquet table inventory.  We knew this would be a popular event, but nobody 

expected this much enthusiasm. 

   The evening will feature dinner prepared and served buffet-style by Villa Catering, including Filet Mignon, 

Penne a la Vodka and Chicken Francaise.  'Great Scott Magic' and his secret assistant will provide the entertain-

ment.  Magician Scott Drukker (GREAT SCOTT!)  has been delighting area audiences of all ages for over 20 

years.  Linda's advice:  "Dress to Impress. This isn't your everyday social event!" 

 

Suggestions Please - Your Social Committee is in the process of planning future year events, and we are look-

ing for suggestions from residents with regards to what would interest the community. Suggestions could be for 

a type of event or entertainment, food, music, etc. Please email your suggestions to Linda Flannery 

at linda.flannery@comcast.net. Suggestions will be reviewed by the Committee at upcoming meetings.  

   Are you looking for a fun and educational activity to do with your school-aged grandchildren? Take them for a 

tour of the Burlington County Prison Museum in beautiful downtown Mount 

Holly. They will learn answers to the following questions: 

When was the prison built and how long was it used as a prison? 

Why was the dungeon located on the second floor? 

Where did the jail “keeper” (warden) and his family live? 

Were prisoners ever hanged at this prison? 

Did any prisoners ever escape? 

Who designed the prison and what other famous landmarks is the architect known for? 

This historic landmark is under the supervision of the Burlington County Parks System. Allow approximately 

1 to 2 hours to tour the prison. It is self-guided; there are stairs between the three levels and an audio tour is 

available. Cap off your prison visit with a snack or meal in one of the several good little restaurants in Mount 

Holly. Both you and your grandchildren will leave the tour a little smarter and definitely better behaved. For in-

formation on directions, hours and admission fees: www.prisonmuseum.net.  

DAY TRIPPIN’ - Burlington County Prison Museum 

by Debra Kramer 

 I recently witnessed an individual let an unleashed dog out of an SUV at the tennis courts. The dog left a de-

posit.  I advised the owners of the dog to pick it up! The negative response was unbelievable and disturbing. 

 I am the proud owner of two rescued dogs for whom I accept the responsibility of their health and well being. 

It means getting up in the middle of the night to walk them if needed. 

 The other commitment is to pick up after our dogs. People park at the Clubhouse, take their dog out of their 

car, walk around, and come back without a bag. I find it offensive, disgusting, irresponsible, and disrespectful 

on the part of those that do not pick up after their dog.  

     So put your phones to work, take photos and video, get license plate numbers for police. There are fines!   
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Places2Go! - Inexpensive and local adventures 

by Susan Powell 

 Reminder – The Burlington County Farmers’ Market will hold their special Winter Market, rain or shine, on 

December 1, 2018.  The market offers free parking, free admission, tables and chairs for seating, and free live 

music.  It is also handicapped accessible. 

 Local vendors offer a wide variety of artisan edibles and crafts including homemade jams, salsas, locally 

sourced cheeses and honey, cookies and other baked goods, wreaths and fresh greens as well as beautiful and 

unique holiday décor, home and gift items.  Come on out and enjoy a hot beverage while listening to the music 

of Full Circle.   

Winter Market 

Rain or Shine 

December 1, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 500 Centerton Road, Moorestown 

For more information call 856-642-3850 or go to www.burlcoagcenter.com 

A Recipe for Happy Holidays 

Ingredients: 

1 cup of Smiles 

  3 tablespoons of Good Will 

  ¼ cup of Children’s Laughter 

  1+  Happy Memories from Holidays Past 

  2 pints Family, Friends and Neighbors 

  1 handful of Stardust from a Clear Night Sky 

  ½ cup of the Milk of Human Kindness 

  a scoop of Generosity 

  2 teaspoons of the Scent of Pine Needles 

  1 heaping portion of Handshakes & Hugs (optional – kisses) 

Combine in a large bowl, stir well, sprinkle with your favorite baking spices, and serve. 

Bon Appetit! 

NEW YORK CLUB SETS DELI MEETING 

   The New York Club will be meeting at Short Hills Deli at 486 Evesham Road, Cherry Hill, on Sunday Janu-

ary 6 @10 a.m.   

   If you have even the most distant New York connection, or just like to nosh on some great food, please RSVP 

(acceptances only) to Elyse Susterowitz (esuster@hotmail.com or 856-581-4600) by Friday, January 4. 
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BLANKETEERS 

   The piles of hats and scarves are mounting as the members of the group keep crocheting and knitting to pro-

vide warm items for many children and adults in the Mount Laurel area.  We welcomed a visit from Florence 

Boyajian, a resident who hasn’t joined our  group yet, but came in with a box full of beautiful hats and 

scarves that she had made and wanted to contribute to this project.  She left with a little yarn to encourage her to 

keep up the great work she is doing.  Thanks to the many Holiday Village residents including Peggy Marple and 

Linda Mather, who have also donated mittens, gloves, yarn and other  supplies to our  effor ts. 

   The highlight of the meeting was a visit from Samaritan Hospice Volunteer Coordinator Linda Brenner.  Lin-

da came to bring thanks from the many nurses and patients of the hospice program who are grateful for the 

warm blankets they receive from our donations.  Linda had a special surprise for us all – a nicely framed plaque 

recognizing us for over 2500 hours of service since 2006.  This amount is calculated by multiplying four hours 

(minimal time to make a lap robe) times number of robes received.   

   Members of the group also discussed and approved adding CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates for 

Children) to our list of organizations to receive donations of hats, scarves and maybe even blankets from our 

wonderful, creative works. 

Answers to Holiday Trivia Quiz 

  1.   Coca-Cola      6. 1843  

  2.   Blue Christmas     7.  Potato Latkes 

  3.   Germany      8.  Max 

  4.   Eight      9.   New Zealand 

  5.   Jose Feliciano     10. White Christmas 
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CONDO CORNER AND MORE 

by Joe Sykes 

CONDO ASSOCIATION BOARD OF TRUSTEES ELECTION 

 The Condominium Board of Trustees had their Annual General Board of Trus-

tees Meeting on Monday November 12th at the Clubhouse.  The 2019 Condo budget was presented and approved  

by the Board. 

 Elections were also held for six seats on the Board.  Ballots, which had been mailed to every owner in good 

standing, were counted and winners for the six open seats were determined. 

 Four Board members retained their seats: Trudy Tomkowicz, Janice Weiner, Cathy Moss and Ann Torre. New 

members elected to the Board were Denise Bleiler and Priscilla Knapp. 

 Officers for the new Board will be nominated at the Board's first meeting in January 2019.  There will be no 

Board meeting in December.  Congratulations to all the winners and I look forward to working with not only the 

current Board members but also to the input from our new members. 

POWER WASHING  The Board approved power washing of the buildings as soon as the weather permits and 

we are sure of no more snowfalls.  By the time you read this column, gutter cleaning should have taken place the 

week after Thanksgiving.    The next cleaning will be in the Spring. 

CEMENT WORK   Associa on Call will be making an inspection of all sidewalks and walkways to deter -

mine which concrete blocks should be replaced in the Spring. 

   The Holiday season is upon us and the hustle and bustle of the season and the gift buying will soon be in full 

swing. One of my favorite things to do when I was a young boy was to grab the Sears Catalog as soon as it was 

delivered and gleefully go to the toy pages and pick out what I wanted Santa to bring.  Of course by the time I 

was seven I knew Santa was really my parents.  I found out one Christmas Eve when I snuck to the top of the 

stairs and heard my Dad cursing as he was trying to put together two new bikes for my 

sister and me.  The mumbling coming out of his mouth wasn’t  HO! HO! HO!  That’s 

when I knew who the real Santa was. 

   It was sad to see that Sears has announced going into bankruptcy - another iconic 

store going the way of Lit Brothers, Gimbels and Wanamakers.  One of my first jobs 

was a seasonal position at Sears on Roosevelt Boulevard.  I remember my Dad would 

only buy Craftsman tools which he left me after he passed.    

   Those former stores all had great things to see and enjoy during the holiday season.  

Lits had a beautiful Christmas Village, Wanamakers had a dazzling light show and 

organ playing holiday music and of course Gimbels had Santa climbing a ladder into 

the store during the Thanksgiving Day Parade.  I stood in line many a time as a 

young boy to tell Santa what I wanted for Christmas.  One year when my daughter 

was three years old I decided to go next door to a neighbor's house and come in my house through the front door 

in a Santa suit and surprise her with a gift.  Unfortunately I scared her to death and she started crying and ran out 

of the room.  We never could get her to go see Santa after that traumatizing experience. 

I want to wish all our Villagers and their Families      

A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS  

AND A HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON 
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ANCESTRY DNA TEST 

by Susan Powell 

 Unless you’ve been living under a rock, you’ve probably seen those ads for Ancestry’s DNA testing.  How 

about that guy who exchanged his lederhosen for a kilt?  You may even have been gifted with one of these kits, 

as the price conveniently drops prior to Mother’s Day, Father’s Day, and the December holidays.  While there 

are other similar DNA tests available, for the purposes of this article let’s just focus on Ancestry’s test.   

 First, rest assured - there’s no blood drawn!  Basically, you collect enough of your saliva up to a specific line 

on the sterile tube provided in the kit.  You mail this off in the already metered and addressed packet, and you 

register your kit online following provided directions.  Help is but a phone call away, 

and yes, you can speak with a live person.  Also, you do not need to be a member of 

ancestry.com  (which can be pricey).  I myself have too much Scottish blood, and 

simply use the Mount Laurel Library’s membership subscription.   

What kind of information can you expect to learn?  With Ancestry, you’ll receive both Ethnicity and DNA 

Matches.   

Ethnicities are provided in several formats:  wr itten percentages, a color -coded circle graph, and identi-

fied geographic areas on a world map.  Like other companies who report on ethnic makeup, Ancestry uses a 

particular algorithm and a data base of all those who have contributed their DNA samples.  As this database 

continues to grow, your ethnicity percentages will continue to change, but generally in 

small increments.  So, it is worthwhile to re-check your results online periodically.  Please 

note the lovely illustrated example of my current ethnicity. 

The DNA Match section presents other  people who have also contr ibuted their  DNA 

to Ancestry who match your personal DNA.  Matches are presented in descending order, 

beginning with the closest matches (that is, those who match the largest amount of your 

DNA) followed by those with lesser matching amounts.  Subsections are titled in commen-

surate order such as Parent/Child, Immediate Family, Close Family, 1st-2nd Cousins, 3rd-4th Cousins, etc.  

Just as your ethnic profile will tweak over time, other DNA matches may be added to your list as more and 

more people contribute their DNA to Ancestry’s master database.   

 Some of your DNA matches may have public family ancestry trees available for you to view.  If you’re inter-

ested in genealogy, view these with a grain of salt as Ancestry does not verify these “findings."  Granted, you 

may get some terrific leads, but do the actual document research yourself to authenticate such connections be-

fore you accept them as fact. 

 It’s been a long time since your High School Biology class, so let’s review some basic DNA information.  

You receive 50% of each of your parents’ DNA; that is, 50% of your mother’s and 50% of your father’s.  So do 

your siblings . . . but the 50% each of them receives per parent is not the exact same 50% you received.  Only if 

you have an identical twin (or you were cloned) will your DNA completely match that of a sibling.  For this rea-

son, a sibling’s DNA might result in somewhat different ethnicity percentages than yours.   

   What about skeletons?  Many people who send in their  DNA are pr imar ily motivated to find out their  

ethnicity mix, and DNA matches are a secondary interest.  However, you should be prepared that 

sometimes DNA matches reveal previously-unknown skeletons in the family closet, for example: 

half-siblings fathered outside a marriage, half-siblings fathered by servicemen outside the USA, 

the biological family of an adopted child, and, in some cases, supposed full siblings are revealed 

to be half-siblings.  Be aware of the potential emotional angst such discoveries may cause within 

a family.  Either make friends with your family skeletons or leave them alone.  To quote the X-

Files “The truth is out there,” . . . but sometimes it is better to just let it be! 
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JULIUS AND THE PIRATES 

by Don Rosser 

We haven’t heard much about Julius Caesar since Shakespeare produced his play of that name in 1599.  But 

Caesar is still worth reading about. 

We know he commanded legions of Italian soldiers, not surprising for the son of a prominent Roman family 

that traced its ancestry to the Goddess Venus.  And we know that his legions soundly defeated the 

fierce tribes of Gaul, Germany, Britain, and even the army of his native Italy.  But did you know 

he was once captured by pirates? 

   Those scoundrels seized his boat on a crossing of the Aegean Sea and held him for ransom.  

Caesar was indignant that they were going to demand only 20 talents of silver, insisting on a mini-

mum of 50 or he would crucify them.  After the family paid the 50, the freed Caesar raised a fleet 

and went after them.  So they were crucified after all, but first Caesar ordered an act of kindness: he had their 

throats cut before they were nailed. 

Are you getting the picture?  He was relentless.  However, he was not unloved. 

Caesar had three wives, Cornelia, who died young; Pompeia, whom he divorced for fooling 

around; and Calpurnia, who lasted a lifetime.  Also, Caesar had a son by Cleopatra but was not 

married to her.  All of Egypt knew who the father was because the boy was named Caesarion and 

had Caesar’s black eyes.  Caesar’s son became Egypt’s last pharaoh. 

In fighting the German tribes, Caesar built the first bridge over the Rhine River.  In fighting the French 

tribes, Caesar annexed territory along the English Channel.  From there, he invaded Brittania and slapped a lot 

of Celts around. 

Fearing what Caesar might do next, the Senate in 49 B.C. ordered Caesar to leave his army on the French 

side of the Rubicon River and return unarmed to Rome. In defiance, he crossed the Rubicon, but not unarmed.  

The insubordinate general brought with him the 13th Legion, triggering a civil war. 

After mopping up any fighters who had not fled, Caesar ruled the empire with Mark Antony as his Head of 

Horses (second in command).  He packed the Senate with his own partisans.  They in turn voted him dictator for 

life and gave him a golden chair for use on his visits. 

His biggest contribution to society was calendar reform, replacing Rome’s inaccurate lunar calendar with one 

based on the movements of the sun.  He set the solar year at 365.25 days, adding a  Leap Day every four years 

at the end of February. That’s the Julian Calendar, the one that most of the world uses today. The Senators made 

only one amendment:  in his honor, they changed the name of the seventh month from Quintis to July. 

An integral part of Caesar’s life story concerns The Ides of March.  On that March 15 

date in 44 B.C. he was scheduled to visit the Senate.  On the steps, he was stopped by 

a crowd of about 60 outraged senators.  Cimber pulled down Caesar’s tunic, exposing 

his chest.  Casca nicked his neck with a dagger swipe. The senators knocked Caesar 

down, stabbing his body 23 times. 

Thus died Caesar at age 56, but his name lingered for ten centuries in world affairs.  The titles Kaiser and 

Tsar are derived from Caesar’s cognomen. The last of these pseudo Caesars was Tzar Simon II of Bulgaria.  

He was exiled in 1946, 2,046 years after the birth of Gaius Julius Caesar in Rome in 100 B.C. 
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CHARLES ZELENA - HANDYMAN

No Job Too Big or Too Small!

Electrical • Plumbing • Painting • Power wash

Call Today for a Free Estimate

609-280-3501
RESIDENT OF HOLIDAY VILLAGE FOR 11 YEARS

5 Adner Drive, Mount Laurel

Stiles Sunoco Ultra Service Center

Brakes • Shocks • Tune-Ups • Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tires • Oil Changes • Alignment • Radiators • Starters

Two Certified Locations in Mount Laurel to Serve You!

721 S. Church Street & Elbo Lane • 856-234-1506
3240 Route 38 & Hartford Road • 856-235-9462

TIMELY ~ PREVENTIVE ~ MAINTENANCE
ASE Certified Technicians trained in up-to-date technology

Nationwide 24 months/24,000 mile limited warranty
Free Local Shuttle Service • 24-Hour Drop-Off & Pick-Up

Gift Cards Available

YOU CAN RELY ON US ~ ONE STOP CAR CARE
Shawn & Darlin-Jo Willson (nee) Stiles, Dealer Franchisee

Family Owned and

Operated over 50 Years

Kathy Buck to place an ad today! 

kbuck@lpiseniors.com or (800) 477-4574 x6346

202 W. Main Street , Moorestown, NJ 08057

Your home might just be something a person is 
wishing for this year. With a home like yours, you 
may be surprised how much it is actually worth. 

I’ll start by giving you a complimentary market analysis 
of your home and help determine how much it’s worth in 
today’s market. Just give me a call and I’ll make sure the 
holidays are truly the most wonderful time of the year.

Sales Associate

o ice: 856-235-1950
cell: 609-330-3848
tkpohl@comcast.net 

Katherine Pohl
The Key to Your Move
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At Fendrick & Morgan, LLC, Our approach to 

planning is to combine our extensive experience 

with skillful and creative drafting to produce a 

customized plan for each client that best meets their

 individual needs. The client’s goals and objectives 

serve as the foundation for every plan we produce.

Elder Law

 Special Needs Planning • Estate Planning  

1307 White Horse Road, B200 

Voorhees, NJ 08043

856-489-8388

Ivy M. Cabrera
Realtor Associate®

Cell: 609-932-3422
O"ce: 609-654-5656

Fax: 609-654-6116
imcabrera@comcast.net

620 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055

 EACH OFFICE IS INDEPENDENTLY OWNED AND OPERATED.

I am a Holiday Village  
Resident Here To Assist You!

Call me if you are thinking of selling 

your home. I have sold several homes 

here and have found great buyers  

to live in our community!

My Recent Closed Transactions in Holiday Village 

as Selling or Buyer’s Agent or both:

115 Bastian  - $200,000

7 W Berwin - $180,000

65 Falmouth - $180,000

24 W. Berwin - $191,000

19 W Berwin - $195,000

11 E Berwin - $180,000

34 Fairfax - $215,900

54 Bastian - $230,000
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Dental Arts 

of Mount Laurel 

  Quality dental care for life
 Our aim is to bring your mouth into its ultimate healthy 

 state and maintain this condition for the rest of your life.

 1198 Academy Drive, Mt. Laurel, NJ

 856-234-5040 | www.mtlaurelsmiles.com

• Plumbing
• Drain Cleaning
• Air Conditioning
• Heating
• Remodeling

Small Jobs Welcomed
30 Years Experience

856-889-0500
HessPlumbing.com

MPL#12546, HVACR#1767

WITH THIS AD 
(1 COUPON PER VISIT)$25 OFF 

When you need help caring for your loved ones 

Comfort Hands Home Care is there for you. 
HOURLY AND LIVE-IN VISITS

Our services include:

Personal care • Medication Reminders • Meal Preparation 

Transportation Needs • Companionship • Safety Supervision 

Light Housekeeping and Laundry

Call for a free  

home assessment

856-574-4469

Call Andrew Hirsch at
 ReMax One Realty 

today and schedule your free 60 
minute pre-market consultation 

856-313-9564 (cell)

He knows the Holiday Village Community and has 33 years

Experience Selling Estates & Helping “Seniors in Transition”. 

Just some of the services Andrew can assist you with: 
Clean-Out of Unwanted Contents •  Pre-Market Home Repairs 

Code Compliance • Moving Company Recommendations  

& So Much More.

Getting Ready to Sell Your Home…
Are you wondering  

if your home is ready to sell?
Want to get the best possible price for your home?   

In order to achieve that goal you need some expert advice... 

FREE 60 Minute Pre-Market Consultation

ANDREW 
HIRSCH

Andrew can complete a thorough inspection 
of your home and will provide you with a 
detailed checklist to prepare your home 

to be “market ready”.  He will then review 
essential selling tips designed to impress 

today’s homebuyers. Andrew will show you 
how to make your home look it’s very best ~ 

all on  a low budget!
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SAVE MONEY

Schedule Preventative

 Maintenance on your 

 Heater Now!

JOE PAULINE’S ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS

Heating and Air Conditioning

For an appointment call 856-629-3627

DRYER VENT CLEANING

!"#$%&'!$()*+$'",-'.,%/"##"/*0,'1'2($$'3%/*4"/$%

 Call or Text'34$(5$,+6'!$()*+$''856-889-8459

Financing Available to Qualified Customers

COMPUTER 

REPAIR
Remove Viruses / Pop-Ups

Upgrading & Networking

Charging by the Job, Not The Hour

Michael, The Computer Guy

 856-912-2974

Gail’s 
Personal and

Concierge Service

(609) 531- 6231

• Grocery and personal shopping

• House cleaning and organizing

• Meal planning, cooking or pick up

• Personal and business errands

NOW HIRING!
MANHEIM NEW JERSEY IS NOW HIRING FOR 

PART TIME AND FULL TIME POSITIONS! 

WE ARE LOCATED AT 
730 ROUTE 68, BORDENTOWN, NJ 08505
TO APPLY, PLEASE STOP BY OR VISIT 

MANHEIM.COM/JOBS

For more information, contact 
Deniqua Antoine at 609-324-4305 or 
Deniqua.Antoine@coxautoinc.com
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609-410-1401
orio.michael@gmail.com 

  Lic. #13VH06584300             Holiday Village Resident

For Advertising 
information,  
call 1-800-477-4574

Inherited Home? • Vacant Home?

Need to Move Quickly?

Home need lots of repairs?

My offer is simple: 
I can make your life easier and stress free by buying 

your real estate headache 100% “AS IS”!

How it works… 

I BUY HOMES 100% “AS IS”

Limited time offer… 
Ask if you qualify for my 

$ZERO Sellers Closing Cost Incentive.

Call Real Options, LLC @ 856-581-1575 today.

1:   Call me (confidentially) with the property 
information. 

2:   I arrange to visit with you for an in-home 
inspection.

3:   I provide you with a no-obligation cash offer.

4:   If you accept the offer, settle as quickly as 
you desire.
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Our family serving your

family since 1921

Bradley Funeral Home
Rt. 73 at Evesham Road

Marlton 856-983-1005

www.BradleyFHMarlton.com
Wilson R. Bradley, Owner NJ Lic. No. 2917

Jill Bradley Ingram, Mgr. NJ Lic. No. 4226

 Patrick P. Smarrito NJ Lic. No. 3571 Brian J. Barnett NJ Lic. No. 3909

 Kevin T. Comber NJ. Lic. No. 4660  Elizabeth S. Briggs NJ Lic. No. 4992

Quality Service Since 1896

THOMAS E. WELLS, JR.

21 High Street Mt. Holly, NJ 08060

(609) 267-0565  • 1-800-236-4367

www.friants.net

Tuesday thru Friday 8:00 to 5:30 PM
Saturday 9:00 to 4:00 PM

 • Insulated  Replacement Glass   • Steel/Fiberglass Doors

  • Vinyl Replacement Windows • Storm Windows & Doors

 • Bow, Bay, & Garden Windows  • Retractable Awnings

 • Canvas & Aluminum Awnings  • Carpeting • Mini Blinds

    • Vertical Blinds  • Pleated Shades 

  • Window Shades  • Balances • Railing

New Jersey Enterprise Zone 3 1/2 % Tax On Materials

EXPERT INSTALLATION AVAILABLE

Visa, Master Card & Discover Cards
Call for Free Estimates

LIC# 13VH01940400

INC
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856-988-9982

NJ Contractor # 13VH01419500

www.nussconstruction.com

 Family owned and operated for the last 50 years.

 Let Us Make 

 Your Dream a Reality.

 ADDITIONS • KITCHENS • BATHROOMS

 ROOFING • DESIGN/ BUILD • SIDING

 50 Years of Customer Satisfaction

 sallymullen@remax.net • www.SallySellsHolidayVillage.com 

Sally Mullen 
Broker/Associate ABR,SRES,CDPE 

OFFICE:  856-866-2525 
CELL:  856-220-4029 

•  Has knowledge, experience and compassion  
in dealing with senior issues

•  Works "rst and foremost with the best  
interests of the client in mind

•  Takes a no-pressure approach to the  
transaction and has strong service orientation

•  Will take the time needed to make a client  
feel comfortable with the complex selling process

•  Understands the emotional demands a sale  
can make on a senior & tries to minimize them

•  Can interact easily with all generations, 
including seniors, adult children and caretakers

Sally Mullen has been a SRES designation holder  
for 10 years now! (Senior Real Estate Specialist) 

BENEFITS OF WORKING WITH A SRES:

RE/MAX Hall of Fame Recipient • ABR, SRES, E-Pro, CDPE

MAIN STREET REALTY 
236 W. Route 38 Moorestown, NJ 08057 

ess

m
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RETIREMENT LIVING / COMPREHENSIVE PERSONAL CARE

SKILLED NURSING / HOSPICE CARE / SHORT-TERM REHAB

Masonic Village at Burlington is one of the largest long-term care providers

in New Jersey, yet we take pride in our friendliness and attention to each

!"#!$!#%&'()*"++#),*-+)!#+".)*/01+*2301*1&"4*#!5+3+".*6&/7830%"#)9*

/3+&.!"8*&"*!".+3+).!"8*/011%"!.4*:;+3+*23!+"#);!<)*=0%3!);,*>0/&.+#*

0"*?@A*6+&%.!2%'*&/3+)*!"*3%3&'*B%3'!"8.0"*C0:");!<9*D&)0"!/*E!''&8+*&.*

B%3'!"8.0"*"0:*05+3)*F@*"+:'4*3+"0$&.+#*0"+*&"#*.:0G6+#3001*

retirement living units, and are premarketing retirement living cottages.

Contact us today to schedule a personalized 
tour of our complete continuum of care.

902 Jacksonville Road, Burlington, NJ 08016

1-877-544-2273 • www.njmasonicvillage.org

  FULLY INSURED           #13VH0030300

Quality Since 1986

Roo"ng • Additions • Siding 

Baths • Kitchens • Decks

New Home Construction 

Commercial Construction 

“Call !e Rest... !en Call !e Best!!”

272 Old Marlton Pike

 Medford, NJ 08055

www.cmbcontracting.com

(609) 953-1798 
Fax: (609) 714-1785

M-F: 9am-7:30 pm Sat: 9am-4pm Sun : 10am-1pm

“Always the Best in

 Service and Quality”

fantesPHVAC.com


