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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE             

           by Marie Campbell 

Hello, 

 I have always thought of myself as a fair person, I hope you do too.  There are a few residents that refuse to 

go along with some of the rules, like getting a fob.  In the future if you do not have a fob you will not be able to 

enter your clubhouse. Please, once again, get one!  

 We the BOT are always working in the interest of the community as well as trying to save money; at this 

time we are having a pool issue.  If you need water shoes, please put them on when you enter the pool area. 

People are putting them on before leaving their home, then walking through the parking lot, then into the pool.  

This is what is causing our issue:  Stones, gravel and tar - all of this goes to the bottom of our pool, which 

means we must spend more money to have the bottom of the pool cleaned more frequently.  This is very costly. 

We hope you understand.  Most of us love our pool; let’s try to keep it as clean as possible.  

 The Pool Committee and the lifeguards have agreed that they will take a break from 3 through 3:30 p.m. No 

one is allowed in the pool.  Please schedule your pool time accordingly. 

Presenting some good stuff that is happening here at HV: 

 Check out the new Gazebo, it's next to the horse-shoe pit and across from 

our Bocce Court.  Take a walk and check it out, or maybe stop by and relax 

and have a chat with some friends and then play some bocce; sound good? 

There is a group that plays on Thursday evenings starting at 6:30 p.m. until 

dark. It’s not on your calendar, only because there is no room.  If you have 

questions about bocce please call Ruth Baehrle, she is in the book. Go have 

fun, they need some new players, enjoy! 

 Check out the Shuffleboard table, I know several residents are already enjoying it. I am one of them. 

 Wednesday night, Game Night, stop by, all kinds of stuff is going on, see if something is of interest to you. 

We are trying to make our clubhouse feel like it’s a place to go when you want to have fun! Get together with 

your neighbors or meet some new ones!   (Continued on Page 7) 

THANKS FROM BARBARA MAIMONE 

I would like to thank all the Holiday Village residents for your prayers, get well wishes,  cards,  meals and vis-

its!  It has made my ongoing recovery much easier knowing you care!  Thank you again! Love you all, 

 

Barbara Maimone 
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 The incorrigible blue noodle breaks the water’s surface and flies skyward past my ear, landing with a splash 

about five feet away. All around me, experienced aquacizers have their tubular floats under control near the 

pool bottom, using their feet as instructed to raise them slowly to the surface. But this is not going well for me. 

In fact, cramps are  bending my right foot into a 12-inch Cheese Curl.  

 Ever step back and wonder how the Roulette ball of your life wound up in a particular wheel slot?  I ignored 

this pool for four years, but spin . . . clink . . . and now I am making my debut here, 

where several dozen women are going through their exercises under the tutelage of long-

time leader Carol Carmany. Now she is directing us to put one hand on the pool wall and 

arch our other hand over our heads. “Stretch it further, hold it. Hold it.” 

 Me as Esther Williams. Where is my flowered bathing cap?  And what am I doing 

here? Eyes closed, I reflect backwards on the path. Hundreds, maybe thousands of ball 

games, hundreds of jogs, too many hundred-stroke golf games. And Shazaam, arthritis spins right into my life, 

plopping me into this class of bobbing seniors. Sure count me as a veteran senior now. A geezer with a blown-

out knee, thus my membership in the female-dominated aquacise class before a second joint replacement. 

 But, wait, I always avoided meetings of the Secret Society of the Sisterhood, getting no closer than providing 

curbside drop-off to sorority meetings, then wedding showers, baby showers, Mary Kay demonstrations, etc. I 

did not hang out. Women are great individually, but as a group, as a team, to me, kind of a mystery. 

 “No, it’s not all ladies,” was my bride’s encouragement. “There are a few guys.” True, and on this day we 

three topless ones cluster together as the women joke and laugh and are doing much better than us at shoulder 

rolls, frog hops, rocking horses and more.  We ease into the surefire old-guy bonding, throwing out our surger-

ies to establish street cred. How many painful bodies enter this pool, I wonder. 

 Here’s a good accounting master’s thesis idea: Jump into the pool and interview each splashing Villager, to-

taling up all the surgeries, procedures, medications, etc.  On any given day, that pool can be cooling off Medi-

care Miracles worth millions, maybe even a billion in just one season. Shoot. I was just told today my blood 

thinner retail cost tops $500 for just 30 freckle-sized pills.  

 Carol Carmany’s Life Roulette ball clinked into Holiday Village 20 years ago, and she revived the defunct 

water exercise class here eight or nine years ago. “We started with six or eight people and it grew, up to 35 peo-

ple this year,” she recalls. “But I already had been going to the Y for pool exercises year-round because I had a 

back problem. 

 “My back feels so much better and I’m such a believer in water exercise. People tell me it helps their back 

and leg problems. And yes, it is a happy group. It is beneficial in so many ways, physical and mental.” 

 I kid about my trials as Aquaman, but truth is, the program eases my pain and brightens my outlook. I jump 

up and down next to my wife and tell her: “Pretty cool I can use my legs like this without pain. My legs should 

be strong for surgery.”  I’ll have a new knee before the eight week program ends, but never was a dropout so 

thankful. 

 And so, as I pass the pool splashers during recovery, I will give a silent salute. To Carol and her music-loving 

Ladies in Wading. To the healing powers of water. And to the spinning wheel that brought me to this village. 

 As a pool full of Aqualadies sang so suddenly and sweetly on the morning of July 3: 

God Bless America.                     (And for that life ring called Medicare.) 

AS AQUAMAN HE’S A BIT OF A KLUTZ 

BUT ROULETTE HAS BEEN VERY GOOD TO HIM   by Lou Antosh 
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BLANKETEERS 

by Jill McDonald 

 The Burlington County Farmers’ Market is open every Saturday starting in mid-May and running until the 

end of October from 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. rain or shine.  Located on Centerton Road just past what some refer to as 

the USS GoNoWhere, aka the Navy Combat System Engineering Development Site (500 Centerton Road, 

Moorestown for those of you who rely on GPS), it is a short trip for Holiday Village residents.  Just stay on Cen-

terton Road passing Wegman’s and all of the other Centerton Square stores. 

 Free parking, free admission, handicapped accessible, tables and chairs for seating, and free live music attract 

a multi-generational crowd.  Local farm, artisan, and craft vendors offer a wide variety of ever changing prod-

ucts, in addition to hot coffee, tea, and food.  A recent trip yielded homemade jams, salsas, exotic mushrooms, 

hanging flower baskets, local cheeses and honey, cookies, Jersey tomatoes, organic lettuce, and fresh corn 

picked that very morning.  Live music by Kate Says featured acoustic rock with a bluesy twang.  

 The Farmers’ Market also runs on two special dates after the regular season:  a Fall Market on November 17th, 

and a Winter Market on December 1st.  Hours for these dates are 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  Many more vendors and craft-

ers attend at this time, offering beautiful and unique holiday décor, home and gift items. 

 Come out and support local farmers and vendors, and have a great time too! 

Rain or Shine 

Regular Farmers’ Market May 19 – October 27, 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Fall Market November 17, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  Winter Market December 1, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

For more information call 856-642-3850 or go to www.burlcoagcenter.com 

COME TO THE BURLINGTON COUNTY FARMERS’ MARKET! 

by Susan Powell 

 More blankets, hats and scarves were gathered for those less fortunate when the Blanketeers met for their fi-

nal meeting before the summer break.  The faithful members of the group will not stop crocheting and knitting, 

they just won’t meet formally on the second Friday of the summer months.   

 To celebrate this break, the group enjoyed sandwiches, salads, and a wonderful cake.  Arrangements for the 

event were coordinated by Carmela Mayerson, newly appointed vice chairman to Jill McDonald, chairman of 

the group.  Throughout the summer members will be able to get needed supplies by calling Jill or Carmella. 

 Holiday Village resident Eileen Young has joined the group.  She has begun to make “plarn” from grocery 

bags while learning to crochet mats for the homeless.  Visitor Claire Swenson from a similar group in Holiday 

Village East joined us to share ideas from her group and get some from ours to encourage more participants in 

each gathering.  A Fall exchange is planned. 
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OUT AND ABOUT FOR AUGUST 

by Gil McDonald 

The following is a listing of local events for the month of July.  All are at the Mount Laurel Library unless other-

wise noted. 

Fridays, August 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 at 1 p.m.; and Mondays, August 6, 13, 20, 27,at 7 p.m. Crochet, Anyone?  Bring 

your own materials. 

Thursday, August 2, Summer Concert: Kindred Spirit, 6:30 - 8:00 p.m. 

Thursday, August 9, Movie Matinee: Murder on the Orient Express.  2 - 4:30 p.m.  

Friday, August 10, Summer Concert, Bobby Block, 6:30—8:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, August 15; Unraveling America’s Musical Roots.  2 p.m.  

Thursday, August 16, Summer Concert: Tequila Rose Band, 6:30—8:00 p.m. 

Dances with Diane:, 7 p.m. each date: 

  August 2  Cha-cha     August 9  Disco/Hustle     August 16  Salsa     August 23  Rumba     August 30  Jitterbug 

Movie Discussions with Irv Slifkin, 2 p.m. each date:  

August 3  Notorious     August 10  Strangers on a Train     August 17  To Catch a Thief     August 24  The Birds 

August 31  Marnie 

CALLING ALL ARTISTS !!          

             

           by Ann Becker 

August Already!   Summer sun and fun tempts us all.  Savor all you can! 

Invited Artist Day will resume September 24. 
 

Hoping you will join us on Mondays at 12:30 for our regular meet ups. 

Bring a project to work on and share some congenial time. 
 

See you in September for another delightful experience with alcohol ink. 

No, not the kind you drink. 

Alcohol Ink is an exciting, fairly new medium gifting us with surprising, 

often spectacular results. 



6 

CONDO CORNER AND MORE 

 

by Joe Sykes 

 It seems like the Summer is flying by as we head into August.  I hope everyone is enjoying vacation time at 

the beach or pool or destination of your choice.  Soak up those rays and enjoy.  I’m on vacation with the family 

as I write this column.  One thing I have noticed is how men exercise at the beach.  They suck in their stomach 

every time they see a bikini. 

 We used to spend our summers in Sea Isle City.  One day on the beach with friends one mother noticed that 

her 4 year old son was missing.  Friends and family started searching the beach and shoreline for little Alex. His 

mom found him calmly building a sand castle with another little boy a couple of blocks away.  His Mom said to 

him, “Listen to me Alex, when you want to go somewhere you have to ask Mommy first.”  Alex thought about 

this for a moment and replied “OK, Disneyworld.” 

SHUFFLEBOARD  The beautiful new shuffleboard table in the Clubhouse is becoming a big hit with our resi-

dents.  We have had groups reserving the table for the last four weeks on Friday nights.  While one group is play-

ing, those who are waiting to play next can watch the Phillies game on our large flat screen 

TV.  Or those waiting can play pool munching on snacks, imbibing their favorite beverage of 

choice and listening to oldies on CDs provided by yours truly.  You can reserve the table by 

listing your name, date and time on the white board on the wall by the end of the table.    

SHUFFLEBOARD LEAGUE  I am in the process of organizing a Shuffleboard League.  I was hoping to get it 

started by July 23rd, but there are a lot of things to prepare to start the league.  Therefore, the league will begin on 

Monday August 6th.  Our league committee has decided to play on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday nights. Six-

teen teams have signed up for the league as of July 14th.  Once the schedule is completed and our league commit-

tee verifies all rules are in place, I will e-mail teams the schedule and league rules. I believe once we get it roll-

ing, it will be a lot of fun and a friendly competition.  

CONDO RULES  There are 136 condominiums within the community for  which rules and regulations are 

established to provide some aesthetic uniformity to the buildings and surrounding areas. Management is respon-

sible for ensuring that the exterior of the condominium association area is maintained in a manner that provides 

visual harmony and soundness of repair throughout the community. Unfortunately for our community, some resi-

dents have chosen to ignore our rules.  Any work to be done outside your Condo is considered common ground 

and has to be approved by the Condo Association BOARD OF TRUSTEES.  This includes window and door re-

placements. Forms for any outside improvements will be inserted into this month’s Villager. These forms must 

be completed if you are considering work outside your Condo and should be left at the Clubhouse for Condo 

Board approval.  If you go ahead with replacing a door or window without board approval, you may be subject to 

warning letters and fines. Board members have also noticed residents working on cars in the parking lot. You 

may not use our parking lot as a repair shop. Our  Condo rules clear ly state that performing car  repairs in 

the parking lot is NOT ALLOWED.  Ignoring our rules could lead to fines and loss of your fob for all amenities 

including the Pool and Gym.  A word to the wise should be sufficient. 

 This month we will be starting the process of preparing the Condo 2019 Budget.  The Board will be discussing 

projects such as Power Washing, Deck Painting, and Gutter Replacements, which are all very ex-

pensive projects. It will be a tough task for the board to prioritize these projects. I think we are up 

to the challenge along with the help of our community manager Lynne Hartmann. 

 Enjoy the rest of the summer and don’t forget the sunscreen.  As for me,  I’m heading over 

to the Tiki Bar for another gin and tonic.    Keep cool. 
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Our lawn service, please understand  

 J&S has experienced a decrease in their work force due to a tight job market and changes in immigration en-

forcement. As a result, HV is trying to work with them to find ways to use their employees more efficiently.  

Two changes being implemented include reducing lawn edging in the residential areas from weekly to every 

other week.  The other change is creating a “no mow” zone along a section of the woods behind pond #4. Be-

cause of erosion this part of common grounds is becoming difficult to mow.  Allowing the grass to grow in this 

section will provide a nesting area for our birds and eventually allow trees to regrow in this area. The Common 

Grounds Committee has worked very hard to make sure these choices are good for the community.  J&S is not 

alone having issues with their workforce, every lawn care service has issues. If you do not want your lawn cut, 

please go to the office and get the purple flags, just put them on your lawn the night before, not in the morning 

of the cutting. 

 Kerri has spoken to a resident who may be interested in running the TRAVEL COMMITTEE.  If you are al-

so interested please contact Kerri in the office.  Please step up; we need you to volunteer and get involved.  

 

Talk to you soon, Marie 

PRESIDENT’S NOTE, Continued 

Question, with regard to the pool rules.  If this community wishes to draw new buyers by updating the fitness 

room and offering children swim time, then I think it would be a good idea to make them feel welcome when 

they arrive with their grandchildren.  Now I understand that some of you don’t like it when the children come to 

the pool.  So here’s a thought: you know when children swim time is, and it’s not that long, don’t be there at that 

time. 

The reality is, as more and more younger people join the community, the younger the grandchildren will be.  So, 

when they come to the pool, and follow all the rules, why do you make them feel unwanted? 

Thanks, 

Just someone who would like all swimmers to be treated fairly. 

Ed note:  Children Allowed – 11:45 a.m.  to 1:15 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT—Letters to the Editor 

My nickname is Grumpy and this topic really bugs me. 

It is our own "Dead Man's Curve” situations on Bastian Drive and Eddystone Way. Most of our streets are not 

straight but curvy; that is part of our village’s charm. When I or my wife Carol attempt to back out onto Bastian 

Drive, we are confronted with several situations. 

 The first and most common is that traffic allows us to pull out and be on our way. 

 The next is that some lame brain goes around us at a high rate of speed. We live on a Bastian curve and some-

times cannot see a rapidly approaching car.  

 The third is that some Mario Andretti wannabe stops and leans on the horn. 

This has happened to both of us several times this Spring. If you can’t stop for ten seconds, leave earlier.  Our 

streets were designed for traffic at 25 miles per hour not 40.  STOP SPEEDING. 

                                                          Grumpy Bob Schmidt 
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 Members of our Holiday Village Common Grounds Committee are pleased to partner with the staff and crit-

ters of Woodford Cedar Run Wildlife Refuge to bring you an hour-long program that will introduce you to a 

sampling of the 4,700 wild animals they cared for in 2017. You don’t need to travel to their 171-acre site sur-

rounding Medford’s Cedar Run Lake. Staff members of this non-profit organization will drive the Refuge’s col-

orful van to our Club House, and present this 7:00 p.m. program in our meeting room. 

 Jeanne Gural, a long-time Burlington County resident and the Refuge’s Executive Director, explains in the 

Refuge’s website video, “Cedar Run in the Spotlight,” that this is New Jersey’s busiest wildlife rehabilitation 

hospital. During the course of a year, it takes in and cares for wild animals that area residents find injured, or-

phaned, or displaced. While most of these animals are able to be released back into the wild, there are about 60 

that remain as Refuge residents. This includes Apollo, the friendly and curi-

ous Turkey Vulture, who was hatched in the spring of 2014 and brought to 

the hospital the following August. He had been imprinted by humans; conse-

quently, he could not fend for himself in the wild. Today he delights students 

of all ages when he and his handlers visit a variety of organizations including 

schools. 

 Refuge educational programs are ongoing throughout the year.  Staff 

members work with over 300 New Jersey schools and reach over 30,000 stu-

dents. Their mission is to rehabilitate, educate, and conserve. Ms. Gural emphasizes the interconnection between 

humans and the natural world. As we in Holiday Village know, it’s a joy to see the occasional Great Blue Heron 

“fishing” on one of our ponds, a Wood Duck paddling across a pond with his Mallard pals, a flock of wild tur-

keys strolling across a front lawn, and even a doe and her fawn emerging from the forested area by our bridge.  

 Understandably not all interaction with our wild “neighbors” pleases us, 

especially when deer regard our newly planted flow-

ers as a salad bar or a beaver appropriates a favorite 

tree to shore up his lodge. Doubtless we will have 

questions for Refuge representatives that relate to 

our burgeoning deer population, red fox habitat, and 

hoped for beaver “resettlement.” 

 This should be a fun as well as an informative evening. In preparation, you 

may want to visit the Refuge’s website: www.cedarrun.org  Here you’ll discover lots of interesting information 

including driving directions to the Refuge. It’s a delightful place to visit with grandchildren, as well as a won-

derful place to hike. 

 

WOODFORD CEDAR RUN WILDLIFE REFUGE  

COMING TO THE HOLIDAY VILLAGE CLUBHOUSE 

MONDAY SEPTEMBER 24, 2018  

7:00 P.M. 

WHO SAID COMMON GROUNDS COULDN’T ENTERTAIN? 

by Betsy Carpenter 
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 Looking for a tree with beautiful spring flowers? The Horsechestnut/Buckeye group of trees are easy to care 

for, maintain a nice round canopy and grow at a medium rate. The tree shows off in May as large pannicles of 

flowers fill the ends of the branches, as seen in this photo. The leaves are a lovely, shiny green throughout the 

summer. 

 Be sure to read the label attached to the tree or check the specific tree variety on 

the internet before planting. There is a wide range of mature heights in this tree fami-

ly. Some will have enough elbow room planted near your house and others are better 

placed in the front or back yard as a single specimen. 

 Remember the golden rules of planting: place the plant with the root flare visible 

at ground level and pull away any mulch touching the base of the plant. The most 

common causes of tree and shrub failure (often not apparent until several years after planting) are placing a bush 

or tree too deep in the ground and smothering the trunk in mulch as landscapers love to do. Help your plants get 

a breath of fresh air by following these guidelines. 

PLANT OF THE MONTH 

One of an occasional series featuring an interesting plant in our community           by Debra Kramer 

GETTING OLDER  

   A distraught senior citizen phoned her doctor's office. 

 "Is it true," she wanted to know,  "that the medication you prescribed has to be taken for the rest 

of my life?" 

 "'Yes, I'm afraid so,"' the doctor told her. 

 There was a moment of silence  before the senior lady replied. "I'm wondering, then, why is this 

prescription marked 'NO REFILLS'.."  

August 3 The Strictly 60s Band   Take a trip back in time and hear some of your favorite songs from your 

 past. 

August 4 NYNY Dueling Pianos   A high-octane fiesta that's part rock show, part comedy show and all 

 sorts of craziness. 

August 10 Tuck   Number One Tribute to Fleetwood Mac. 

August 11 Club Phred   When you and your favorite "Brown-Eyed Girl" go for a ride with Club Phred, the 

 party never ends. 

August 17 The B Street Band   "Backstreets” was the first band in the world to do a unique tribute to a live 

 performer - The Boss. 

August 18 Sounds of the Street   New Jersey's most popular Doowop/oldies group. 

August 24 River of Dreams   Relive great memories listening to all of your favorites. 

August 25 The Fabulous Greaseband   Entertaining and energetic delivery of the greatest dance songs from 

 the 50s thru the 90s. 

BURLINGTON COUNTY AMPHITHEATER  

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES 
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How about talking about the old neighborhood and the good old 

days over bagels and cream cheese.  We could meet once a month, 

perhaps on a Sunday, 10 a.m., at the Clubhouse. 

Anyone interested please contact Elyse @ 856-581-4600. 

NEW YORK CLUB 

ANOTHER LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

 We are fortunate to live in condos where  recycling is convenient on Village Court.  It is disturbing to see 

many residents ignore the NO Plastic Bag sign on the outside well as NOT rinsing out bottles and cans.  As per 

the Burlington County Recycle website : 

 

1. NO Plastic Bags 

 Plastic bags are the WORST contaminant for any recycling center, especially single stream systems. Whether 

put in buckets or carts, the bags get wet, dirty and clog and jam recycling equipment and cannot be recycled. If 

kept separate, clean and dry, plastic bags can be recycled at most grocery stores and big box stores, such as Tar-

get and Walmart. 

2. NO Materials in Plastic Bags 

 Workers must slow down the conveyor belts to try to catch and rip open bags that contain recyclables. Even 

worse, the bags often slip by the sorters and can jam up equipment or end up as unseen contaminants in bales of 

paper. When this happens, entire trailer loads can be rejected and our program charged high penalty fees. In ad-

dition to wasting time and money, the bags ultimately end up in a landfill. 

 We can all help the environment by recycling and NOT throwing cardboard, bottles and cans in the trash 

dumpsters.  Please ask your contractors to break up cardboard... NOT throw it in the dumpsters but rather use the 

recycle center.  Contractors are throwing whole boxes in both. Currently there is an American Standard Toilet 

box taking up a lot of valuable space for the residents. 

 

Thank you all for your help. 

 - A Condo Resident 
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 The Common Grounds Committee set a goal this year to purchase a new gazebo for our outdoor space. The 

gazebo was ordered from the Amish Country Sheds in Medford. The new gazebo is the same size and shape as 

the old, but with additional seating. The flooring is constructed with composite wood, the sides are vinyl clad 

and the roof has asphalt shingles. 

 The gazebo was brought on site in late June and placed near Pond #3. It is positioned to maximize the water 

view and surrounding woods. Come out and enjoy spending time in our new gazebo. No fob required! Thank 

you to Bernie Deitch, committee member, who coordinated the purchase and installation of the gazebo, and to 

the Board of Trustees for supporting the project. 

A ROOM WITH A VIEW 

by Debra Kramer 

 If you’re expecting guests or more visits with the 

grandchildren over the summer, take advantage of the 

free Museum passes available at our Mount Laurel 

Library.  There are more than 25 attractions on the list; 

located in Philadelphia, South Jersey and New York 

City.  Not only famous art, historical and college mu-

seums, but also other popular sites, such as the Battle-

ship New Jersey, Eastern State Penitentiary, Morris 

Arboretum, Grounds for Sculpture, N.J. State Parks, 

Paws Farm, and several more selections.  Many of 

these sites have hefty admission fees, but with a pass, 

there is no cost.   

 The program is available to all adult Mount Laurel 

library card holders on a “First Come, First Service.”  

However, you can reserve your selection up to 90 days 

in advance and most reservations can be made on-line.  

There are limits as to how many people can visit on a 

pass at each location, so don’t plan on a family re-

union for your trip. 

  For a full listing of all the attractions and more 

detailed instructions for this program, log onto the 

following site-   

Mountlaurellibrary.org   

Click on “Services,” scroll down to “Museum Pass-

es” and click again.   You can also call 856-234-

7319 or stop in the library for help.  Whatever pass 

location you select, have an enjoyable visit! 

MUSEUM PASSES AT MOUNT LAUREL LIBRARY 

by Renee Dorst 
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REMEMBERING ERMA BOMBECK— 

by Peggie Stark 

 This wonderfully talented American Humorist, Journalist, Columnist was especially loved by 

other mothers and housewives as she wrote of suburban home life. Her career began in the 

1960’s.  

 Born Erma Fiste February 21, 1927 and died April 22, 1996 following a kidney transplant; 

she had previously endured breast cancer, a mastectomy and many years of dialysis treatments. 

 I found a copy of a letter I had typed to her as well as her response; both from 1968.  Please 

read below: 

Dear Erma,  April 18, 1968 

I know I can call you that because I feel so “close” to you after following your column each evening for many 

months in the Courier. 

Continually, after reading your column (which is almost the only thing I read) has something to do with a 

time problem or mismanaged schedule that I blame on a husband, three sons, a daughter, a full time job AND no 

help, I feel that you have been following me around. I’ve even developed the habit of looking over my shoulder 

to see if you’re there. Or I go home and say to the “troop,” “Have you noticed a “strange” lady roaming through 

our house recently?” They usually answer, “Other than you, no one.” Erma, are you sure you haven’t been there? 

(You know too much about us – right down to the junk in the bottom of the dusty flower bowl). 

But seriously, which is a little difficult because I might cry and I’m too old for that (I have just four months 

before I celebrate the first anniversary of my 39th birthday) – took that clue from you, “thank you.” I get from 

your column the relieving feeling that I’m not the only woman “on this island” of clutter, housework, misunder-

standing people, work, work, work; lack of money, money, money. Somehow this makes it possible for me to 

continue to smile and receive the retort from acquaintances, “Gee, Peggie it must be great not to have a worry in 

the world like you.” 

So, Erma, “Thank you” very much! Keep up your great work, on your column and my spirits!!!! 

I hasten to add, I am not one for throwing compliments, nor writing to celebs, so catch them now. (Besides 

I’m doing this hurriedly while the boss is out to lunch – part of the reason for errors & no time to retype it. 

Enuff!   Bye for now, I READ YOU!!! Sincerely, Peggie 

To my surprise I received a handwritten response in gold ink dated May 21, 1968 – please read below: 

Dear Peggie, Welcome to group therapy! I am often accused of looking in windows. My husband says 

you are all looking in ours. Think about that. 

 The poem is very special. I’ve got it over my typewriter. I like you,  

 Keep reading. 

Signed…….  Erma Bombeck 

I count this as a treasure! Full of joy to have found it again!!!  And it is almost exactly 50 years old! 

The poem to which she referred I had typed on back of my letter:      To Erma 

Writing that column you bring “wit” and truth to light. 

As Housewife, Mother and Gal Friday I’ve this to say, 

You encourage me to keep my sense of humor in sight 

When it starts to go, I read your column and pray!!! 
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WHERE WE LIVE 

by Don Rosser 

 Today’s lesson concerns the places where we live – our state, our county, and our township. 

 Our state, one of the 13 original colonies, is now crowded with over 8.8 million people.  First came the Dela-

ware Indians.  Next, in 1524, Giovanni de Verrazano explored our coastal waters. In 1609 Henry Hudson sailed 

into Newark Bay and claimed the region for Holland.  It was New Netherlands until the English came in 1664. 

 King Charles II established two colonies here, the Provinces of East  and West Jersey, named after the island 

in the English Channel.  The provinces merged in 1702. After the Revolutionary War, New Jersey became the 

third state to ratify the Constitution. 

 Burlington County was founded on May 17, 1694, its name a misspelling of Bri-

dlington, its namesake in England.  Originally it was the governmental center of the Prov-

ince of West Jersey, with Burlington City as its capital. The county seat was switched to 

Mount Holly in 1793.  From the start, Burlington has been the largest county in New Jer-

sey.  At 81,994 square miles, it extends from the Delaware River to the Great Bay of the Atlantic Ocean on the 

east coast. 

 Originally, our county was vastly larger than it is today.  In 1714, a big section up north was diverted to form 

Hunterdon County. Despite the large acreage loss, Burlington remains New Jersey’s largest county. 

 Burlington County has a colossal military complex, the adjoining bases of Fort Dix, McGuire Air Force Base, 

and the Lakewood Naval Air Station. 

 In the 2010 Census, Burlington County had a population of 448,721. It also had 166,318 households, of 

which 9.6 per cent were occupied by just one person aged 65 or above. Population density was 561.9 souls per 

square mile. For every 100 females, there were 96.6 males. 

 The county is governed by a Board of Freeholders with five members, the director now is Kate Gibbs from 

Lumberton.. We have three congressional districts in the county, thus three delegates in the House of Represent-

atives. Holiday Village is in New Jersey’s Third District, represented by Tom MacArthur of Toms River. 

 A big section of Burlington County is the Township of Mount Laurel – 21.97 square miles, occupied by some 

41,846 residents (ala the 2010 Census). The town was created by the Legislature from a portion of Evesham 

Township on March 7, 1872 and named for a hill covered with laurel trees.   

 When I first began cycling through Mount Laurel in the 1960s, it appeared to be one big apple orchard, with a 

few luckless families living in converted hen houses.  Both orchards and huts are gone now, thanks to (1) the 

State Supreme Court’s Mount Laurel Decision, which tried unsuccessfully to require every municipality to pro-

vide decent lower-cost housing, and (2) Jirair Hovnanian, who built market-priced housing throughout the area 

(including Holiday Village), wherever he found idle acreage. 

 The town is home to NFL Films, a state park on THE Mount Laurel (with a topside tower light visible in Hol-

iday Village), and two sites of historical interest:  One is the Evesham Friends Meeting House, still standing at 

the corner of Mount Laurel Road and Hainesport Pike, where many of the Redcoats spent the night of June 19, 

1778 on the way from Philadelphia to Manhattan. The other is around the corner – the house that the British 

commander occupied.  The General Henry Clinton house is still there, privately owned and inhabited. 

 Aside from Peggie Stark, the most famous Mount Laurel alumnus is undoubtedly Alice Paul (1885-1977), a 

leader in the Women’s Suffrage movement, which won American women the right to vote. Admirers still tour 

her childhood home, Paulsdale, at 128 Hooten Road. It’s a National Historic Landmark. And Alice is to be the 

new face on America’s $10 bill. 
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CHARLES ZELENA - HANDYMAN
No Job Too Big or Too Small!

Electrical • Plumbing • Painting • Power wash
Call Today for a Free Estimate

609-280-3501
RESIDENT OF HOLIDAY VILLAGE FOR 11 YEARS

5 Adner Drive, Mount Laurel

Stiles Sunoco Ultra Service Center

Brakes • Shocks • Tune-Ups • Batteries • Belts • Hoses
Tires • Oil Changes • Alignment • Radiators • Starters

Two Certified Locations in Mount Laurel to Serve You!
721 S. Church Street & Elbo Lane • 856-234-1506
3240 Route 38 & Hartford Road • 856-235-9462

TIMELY ~ PREVENTIVE ~ MAINTENANCE
ASE Certified Technicians trained in up-to-date technology

Nationwide 24 months/24,000 mile limited warranty
Free Local Shuttle Service • 24-Hour Drop-Off & Pick-Up

Gift Cards Available
YOU CAN RELY ON US ~ ONE STOP CAR CARE

Shawn & Darlin-Jo Willson (nee) Stiles, Dealer Franchisee

Family Owned and
Operated over 50 Years

• Safety Supervision
•  Bathing, Grooming &  

Hygiene
• Meal Preparation
• Transportation / Errands

CNAs   •   CHHAs Live-Ins   •   Companions
800-280-1169

parentsfirsthomecare.com

• Medication Reminders
• Transfers
• Family Respite
•  Chore Services & Light  

Housekeeping

Joe Visconto to place an ad today! 
jvisconto@lpiseniors.com
or (800) 477-4574 x6398



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Holiday Villager/HVCSA, Mt. Laurel, NJ 03-0986

At Fendrick & Morgan, LLC, Our approach to 
planning is to combine our extensive experience 

with skillful and creative drafting to produce a 
customized plan for each client that best meets their
 individual needs. The client’s goals and objectives 

serve as the foundation for every plan we produce.

Our firm is dedicated to serving 

clients in the areas of:

Elder Law
 Special Needs Planning • Estate Planning  

  Veterans Benefit Planning • Estate Administration

  LAW OFFICES OF 
FENDRICK & MORGAN, LLC

1307 White Horse Road, B200 
Voorhees, NJ 08043

856-489-8388
www.fendrickmorganlaw.com

Life Requires Planning...
Ivy M. Cabrera

Realtor Associate®
Cell: 609-932-3422

Office: 609-654-5656
Fax: 609-654-6116

imcabrera@comcast.net
620 Stokes Road, Medford, NJ 08055

 Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

I am a Holiday Village Resident 
Here To Assist You!

Call me if you are thinking of selling 
your home. I have sold several homes 
here and have found great buyers to 

live in our community!
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Dental Arts 
of Mount Laurel 

  Quality dental care for life
 Our aim is to bring your mouth into its ultimate healthy 
 state and maintain this condition for the rest of your life.

 1198 Academy Drive, Mt. Laurel, NJ
 856-234-5040 | www.mtlaurelsmiles.com

• Plumbing
• Drain Cleaning
• Air Conditioning
• Heating
• Remodeling

Small Jobs Welcomed
30 Years Experience

856-889-0500
HessPlumbing.com

MPL#12546, HVACR#1767

WITH THIS AD 
(1 COUPON PER VISIT)$25 OFF 

When you need help caring for your loved ones 
Comfort Hands Home Care is there for you. 

HOURLY AND LIVE-IN VISITS
Our services include:

Personal care • Medication Reminders • Meal Preparation 
Transportation Needs • Companionship • Safety Supervision 

Light Housekeeping and Laundry

Call for a free  
home assessment

856-574-4469
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 SAVE MONEY
 Schedule Preventative
 Maintenance on your 
 Air Conditioner Now!

JOE PAULINE’S ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS
Heating and Air Conditioning

For an appointment call 856-629-3627

DRYER VENT CLEANING
Sales, Service and Installation • Free Estimates
 Call or Text Emergency Service  856-889-8459

Financing Available to Qualified Customers

COMPUTER 
REPAIR

Remove Viruses / Pop-Ups
Upgrading & Networking

Charging by the Job, Not The Hour

Mike, The Computer Guy
 856-912-2974

Now Hiring!
Manheim New Jersey is now hiring for 

Part Time and Full Time positions!
 

We are located at 730 Route 68, Bordentown, NJ 08505.

To apply, please stop by or visit Manheim.com/Jobs.

For more information, contact Deniqua Antoine at
609-324-4305 or Deniqua.Antoine@coxautoinc.com.

Gail’s 
Personal and

Concierge Service
(609) 531- 6231

• Grocery and personal shopping

• House cleaning and organizing

• Meal planning, cooking or pick up

• Personal and business errands

 

 Colonial Commons • Suite 11
 801 South Church Street 856-866-5511
 Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054 koplindental.com

koplindental
Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

We love to see you smile!
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SPECIALIZING IN  
HOLIDAY VILLAGE FOR OVER 20 

YEARS. GWEN WILL GET YOU 
TOP DOLLAR FOR YOUR HOME!

If you are thinking of selling 
Call Gwen Soll today for 
a complimentary market 
analysis. You can always 

reach her, 24/7!

Let me 
lend you 
a helping 

hand!

Gwen Soll
REALTOR Associate 
OFFICE
(856)428-8000 Ext. 108 
CELL: 
(856)206-7822 Available 24/7
gwensolld@aol.com

Here’s what they say about Gwen:
“Gwen Soll [is] a reliable, knowledgeable, experienced realtor, who made us feel like 
we were working with family. She was well prepared with a market analysis and 
guided us on what a fair listing price was to move our property. Gwen thoroughly 
reviewed all paper work associated with the selling process. If I had any questions, 
she was quick to respond and always there for us. We successfully sold our home 
the first week it was on the market. I would refer Gwen to anyone who is considering 
buying or selling their property without hesitation.”



 Ad info. 1-800-477-4574 • Publication Support 1-800-888-4574 • www.4lpi.com Holiday Villager/HVCSA, Mt. Laurel, NJ 03-0986

Our family serving your
family since 1921

Bradley Funeral Home
Rt. 73 at Evesham Road
Marlton 856-983-1005

www.BradleyFHMarlton.com
Wilson R. Bradley, Owner NJ Lic. No. 2917
Jill Bradley Ingram, Mgr. NJ Lic. No. 4226

 Patrick P. Smarrito NJ Lic. No. 3571 Brian J. Barnett NJ Lic. No. 3909
 Kevin T. Comber NJ. Lic. No. 4660  Elizabeth S. Briggs NJ Lic. No. 4992

Quality Service Since 1896
THOMAS E. WELLS, JR.

21 High Street Mt. Holly, NJ 08060
(609) 267-0565  • 1-800-236-4367

www.friants.net
Tuesday thru Friday 8:00 to 5:30 PM

Saturday 9:00 to 4:00 PM
 • Insulated  Replacement Glass   • Steel/Fiberglass Doors
  • Vinyl Replacement Windows • Storm Windows & Doors
 • Bow, Bay, & Garden Windows  • Retractable Awnings
 • Canvas & Aluminum Awnings  • Carpeting • Mini Blinds
    • Vertical Blinds  • Pleated Shades 
  • Window Shades  • Balances • Railing

New Jersey Enterprise Zone 3 1/2 % Tax On Materials
ExpErt InstallatIon avaIlablE

Visa, Master Card & Discover Cards
Call for Free Estimates

LIC# 13VH01940400

INC
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856-988-9982
NJ Contractor # 13VH01419500

www.nussconstruction.com

 Family owned and operated for the last 50 years.

 Let Us Make 
 Your Dream a Reality.

 ADDITIONS • KITCHENS • BATHROOMS
 ROOFING • DESIGN/ BUILD • SIDING
 50 Years of Customer Satisfaction

 sallymullen@remax.net • www.SallySellsHolidayVillage.com 

Sally Mullen 
Broker/Associate ABR,SRES,CDPE 
OFFICE:  856-866-2525 
CELL:  856-220-4029 

•  Has knowledge, experience and compassion  
in dealing with senior issues

•  Works first and foremost with the best  
interests of the client in mind

•  Takes a no-pressure approach to the  
transaction and has strong service orientation

•  Will take the time needed to make a client  
feel comfortable with the complex selling process

•  Understands the emotional demands a sale  
can make on a senior & tries to minimize them

•  Can interact easily with all generations, 
including seniors, adult children and caretakers

Sally Mullen has been a SRES designation holder  
for 10 years now! (Senior Real Estate Specialist) 

BENEFITS OF WORKING WITH A SRES:

RE/MAX Hall of Fame Recipient • ABR, SRES, E-Pro, CDPE

MAIN STREET REALTY 
236 W. Route 38 Moorestown, NJ 08057 

609-410-1401
orio.michael@gmail.com 

  Lic. #13VH06584300             Holiday Village Resident
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RETIREMENT LIVING / COMPREHENSIVE PERSONAL CARE
SKILLED NURSING / HOSPICE CARE / SHORT-TERM REHAB

Masonic Village at Burlington is one of the largest long-term care providers
in New Jersey, yet we take pride in our friendliness and attention to each
individual’s needs. Residents come from many different backgrounds, 
creating an interesting community where friendships flourish. Located 
on 450 beautiful acres in rural Burlington Township, Masonic Village at 
Burlington now offers 85 newly renovated one and two-bedroom 
retirement living units, and are premarketing retirement living cottages.

Contact us today to schedule a personalized 
tour of our complete continuum of care.
902 Jacksonville Road, Burlington, NJ 08016

1-877-544-2273 • www.njmasonicvillage.org

  FULLY INSURED           #13VH0030300

Quality Since 1986

Roofing • Additions • Siding 
Baths • Kitchens • Decks

New Home Construction 
Commercial Construction 

“Call The Rest... Then Call The Best!!”
272 Old Marlton Pike
 Medford, NJ 08055

www.cmbcontracting.com
(609) 953-1798 

Fax: (609) 714-1785

609-835-1512
“Always the Best in

 Service and Quality”

fantesPHVAC.com

M-F: 9am-7:30 pm Sat: 9am-4pm Sun : 10am-1pm


